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Tl. The CaTEcuumex: Or, An 
Account given by a Young Perſon 
Ot his Knowledge in Religion, before 
his Admillion tothe Lord's Supper, as 
a Ground work for his right unger- 

ſtanding the Sa cRAMENT. 

II. An INTRODUCTION to the 
SACRAMEN T; Or, A ſhort, (ats, 


Table; being an Inſtruction e the 
worthy Receiving the Lord's Supper. 
To which is added, 


Devotions to that purpoſe; fitted 
be uled before, at, and after the Res 
ceiving the Brey 
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and plain Way to the Communion-4 EY 


The Communicant's Aſſiſtant, being 


.CATECHUMEN: 


„„ OR, AN 
Account given by a Young 
Perſon to the Miniſter, 
OF HIS 
Knowledge in Religion, 


Upon his firſt Admiſſion to 


The Lords Table. 


But ſan#ify the Lord in your Hearts ; and be ready t 
give 12 aun Account of every Man tha 
acketh you @ Reaſon of the Hope that is in 2 with 
— meekneſs and fear, r Pet. 3. 15. 
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Have ever had a pecu- 
liar Eſteem for all ſuch 

&» Diſcourſes, as peace- 
ts tend to beget in Men's 
Hearts a right Knowledge of 
the Sacrament of the Lord's & ufo 
per: Which I look upon as the 
higheſt Myſtery in Religion, and 
the beſt Inſtrument to .convey 
Vertue, and promote it in a 
Chriſtian's Soul, 


And ſeeing the ſmall Piece Jou 6 
ſent to be peruſed by me, is 9 


A 3 * 


To the Author. 


deſigned to inſtruct the younger | 
ſort (ho. are the Hopes of the 
Church) in ſuch Principles of 
Chriſtianity, as are neceſlary to 
be known by them, before they 
be admitted to the Holy Com- 
munion, you may well preſume 
not only of my Approbation, 
but earneſt Deſire to have it 
made publick. 


* ours, &c. 
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TO TA 


BOOKSELLER. 


SIR, 


Ru Have carefully peruſed 
| theſe Papers, and 


88 though ] know not the Au- 
Thor of them, yet ſeeing 
you defire my Opinion, 7 think my 
a obliged to do them this Right « 
As for the Matter contained in them, 
I think it very Orthodox, and ful 
agreeable with the Doctrine of our 
Church; and as for the Compofare, 


T think, it very Regular and Clear, 
Judicious and Inſtructive: Ae 


as for the Whole, I thank it of very 
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To the Bookſeller. 


great Uſe for all that have honeſt 
and teachable Minds, and do fm- * 
cerely enquire after the Truth, as 


it in Jeſus, but more eſpecially for 
ſuch as have gone through their Ca- 


rechiſe, whoſe Underſtandings, 
I doubt not, will be very much open- 
ed and enlarged by a Careful and 
Diligent Peruſal of it. That God 


Almighty may proſper the Deſign of F 
it, and make it a Bleſſmg to the 


Souls of Men, is the hearty Prayer 


. 
4 
4 


Sir, Your truly 


Affectionate Friend, 


From my Houſe in 


Broadſtreet. 


Jo. Scox. 
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CATECHUMEN: 


OR, THE 


Toung Perſon s Account of his KNow- 
LEDGE in RELIGION, Oc. 


being only a Taſte of 
Proficiency 1 have made 
under your pious Dili- 
gence in Catechiſing, 1 
have no apprehenſion; iti 
will be unwelccme ro 
you. Many things I know-might be ſaid 
in disfavour of it; but the viery of the 
Deſign, is all ! offer in excuſe. Beſides, 
I underſtand nor the Uſe or Benefit of 
Apologies, and therefore I will begin 
this Account without them. a 

It was my ſingular Happineſs, notonly 
ta be born of Chu iſtian Parents,” but Of 
ſuch as were true Members of the Church 


England, wi.ole Picty took care to make 
chioice 


A 


HE following Accoynt 3 | 


2 The Catechumen. 

Choice of fit Perſons ro preſent me to 
Holy Baptiſm the firſt Sunday after my 
Birth, according tothe Rule and laudible 
Practice of this National Church. 

The Perſons, I ſay, who preſented me 
to Holy Baptiſm, were Canonically qua- 
lifed for that Charitable Office, being of 
good Report, and ſuch as had received 
the Holy Communion. 

Theſe I call my Godfathers and God- 
wothers, whom I bear a Reverence ſuitable 
to that Appellation. And by my Parents 
Approbation, theſe gave me that Name, 
which puts me in mind of the Chriſtian 
Faith, in which I was baptiz'd, and by . 
4 which I was liſted under Chrift, and be- 4 


} | came his Soldier and Servant. And it is 
11 called my Chriſtian Name, becauſe by it 1 
4 ſtand related unto Chrift, and diſtinguiſh» 
Y ed from Men of all other Religions, as 
5 Tews, Pagans and Mabumetans. 


This Name was given me at Baptiſm, 
4 whereby being made a Chriſtian, I was 
{8 entitled to all the Privileges appertaining 
b; to thoſe who truly bear that Name : So 
that I who by Nature did not belong un- 
to the Church of Chriſt, which is his 
| Myſtical Body, being Baptiz'd, became 
a Member of the ſame. And being: a 
Member thereof, I am no more, as I Was 
by Nature, a Child of Wrath, but a _ 


The Catechumen; 3 
of God by Adoption, through Chriſt, | 
who is the Son of God by Nature. And 


being thus a Child, I am alſo an Heir of 
God, and Joint-Heir with Chriſt to a 
Kingdom of Glory. 

But theſe Privileges were conferr'd 
upon me in Baptiſm not abſolutely, but 
on Condition that I would perform what 
my Godfathers and Godmother did vow 
and promiſe in my bebalt, when I was 
baprized. For notwithſtanding that bath 
mine and all Parents are expreſsly com- 
manded to be diligent in teaching their 
Children God's Holy Word, and to bring 
them up in the Nurture and Admonition 
of the Lord; yet becauſe Parents may 


die, and ſo be uncapable to da this; r 
they may be negligent, and ſo either not 


Church, as *twere, took Bond, or Secuxi- 


ty of my Godfathers and Godmother for 


my pious Education: Who are therefore 


called my Snareties, and who were en- 


charged to have a Religious Care to 
teach me, as ſoon as I was able to learn, 


what a ſolemn Vow, Promiſe, and Pro- 
feſſion I made by them in Baptiſm. 


Now, the things which theie Sureties 


avouched to be performed by me, are 
rce, an{werable to the Three Benefuts 
aſſured to me when I was baptized:;) 
The: 


do it at all, or not as they ought; he 
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4 -*The Catechumen. 
The firſt was an utter renouncing of all 
thoſe Spiritual Enemies that inceſſantly 
war againſt my Soul; namely, the De- 
vil, the World, and the Fleſh. 
So that the firſt Spiritual Enemy, I am 
to renounce, forſake, and fight againſt, is 
the Devil, that evil Spirit, that loſt An- 
gel, whoſe malignity againſt me appears 
in his continual folliciting and tempting 
me to Sin, and accuſing me when I have 
ſinned; and reſiſting and hindring me 
when I am about to do good. Whom, 
according to my Sureties Bond, I ſtand 
_ obliged to renounce, together with all his 
Works; which, in general, are all Sins 
committed by his inſtigation ; and, in 
particular, all Sins committed after his 
Example, or which bear his Image, ſuch as 
Murder, Lying, Pride, Malice, and the like. 
I am alſo bound (by virtue of the Bond 
my Sureties gave in my Name) to re- 
nounce this preſent evil World. By 
which I underſtand thoſe wicked Men 
who are Enemies to Godlineſs, and all 
thoſe other Creatures which the Devil, 
the Prince of this World, uſeth as Baits 
and Snares to ſeduce me to Sin. But be- 
ſides my renouncing the World thus un- 
derſtood, Jam alſo to forſake and wich- 
ſtand its Pomps and Vanities; that is, all 
Pleaſurcs, Pride, and Wealth, when ** 
N 
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become injurious to Religion, and divert 
or ſtop me in my exerciſe of Piety : 
Which they will certainly do, if my Af- 

fections towards them are inordmate, 
immoderate, or unſeaſonable. 

And becaufe worldly Vanities only 
gratify my Carnal part, and Senfitive 
Appetite, I am alſo bound to renounce 
that which they gratify; I mean the 
Fleſh, or my unmorrity'd Corruption, 
Which is Enmity againſt God, and doth 
not only hinder me from doing Good, 
but doth alfo encline and ſpur me on to 
do Evil. 

For I find, that from this unmortified 
Corruption, there ſprings up in me many 
inordinate Affections, and evil Concupi- 
ſcences, which are called the Luſts of the 

Fleſh: By means whereof (until they are 
mortified) I am brought to entertain the 
Temptations of the Devil, and to abuſe 
the good things ofthe World to Sin. And 
tho* the renouncing of theſe Luſts of the 
Fleſh, together with the Devil and the 
World, be made an Article of my Chri- 
ſanity, and a Condition upon which the 
Privileges of Baptiſm are beſtowed upon 
me; yet ſceing = are my foreſt Ene- 
mics, and continually endeavouring not 

only my preſent, but my eternal Ruin 

(without any other Tie) Self- preſervation 
prompts me to withſtand them. The 


4 


6 The Catechumen. 
The ſecond thing promiſed in my be- 
half, when I was baptized, is my Belief 
_ of the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, ſumm'd 
up in the Apoſtles Creed : My Faith of 
which, if it benot more than either barely 
Hiſtorical and Temporary, I ſhall not 
ſurpaſs the very Devil, and wicked hy- 

ocritical Men in believing ; for the one 
— alway hiſtorically, and the other 
only hypocritically for a time. 

But the Faith I vowed in Baptiſm, is a 
firm and conſtant Aſſent unto the Word 
of God, and Goſpel of Man's Salvation, 
and anunſhaken Reliance upon the fame : 
So that the whole Scripture is the genc- 
ral, and the Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, ſumm' d up in the Creed, is the 
particular Object of my Bclicf. 

And Ilook upon this Faith to be ſo ne- 
ceſſary for me, and every Chriſtian, that 
I forfeit that Title without it: For a Be- 
liever is but another Word for a Chriſtian. 
But ſtill J know, that how neceſſaty ſo- 
ever Faith is to the Salvation of my Soul, 
yet is not to be got by my own Power; 
for it is the Gift of God, and the Gracious 
Work of the Holy Ghoſt, which doth 
enable me to aſſent unto, and rely upon 

the Holy Scriptures. 

But becauſe Faith will not profit to 
my Juſtitication, without Works of Obe- 

dience 


4 


The Catechumen. 7 
dience to the Commands of Chriſt ; 
therefore my Sureties undertook. that I 
ſhould keep God's Holy Will and Com- 
mandments, and walk in the ſame all 
the Days of my Life So that I do ac- 
knowledge my ſelf bound to pay Obe- 
dience to the whole Will of God, reveal- 
ed in his Word. And I cannot think my 
{elf fit to come to the Lord's Table, un- 
leſs I am reſolved to keep God's Law, 
and have regard unto all his Precepts ; 
and that too with my whole Heart, or 
ſincerely; and always, without inter- 
miſſion or diſcontinuance. | 

But when J profels this to be my Duty, 
it is not as if Ithought I were to be ſaved 
by the Tenor of the Firſt Covenant, the 
Condition whereof was perfe& Obe- 
dience ; for thisI am no way able to per- 
form. Bur becauſe I hope to beſavedby 
the Second Covenant, called the Cove- 
nant of Grace, I think my ſelf bound to 
perform the Condition thereof, namely, 
Obedience, or Faith fruitful in Good 
Works; which Good Works are the ge- 
nuine Off ſpring of my Faith, and do 
flow as naturally from it, as Fruits from 
their Tree; and without which, my 
Faith is dead. And you have ever taught 
me to ſet a peculiar value upon Good 
Works, becauſe through means thereof I 

| | gloriſie 
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8 The Catechumen. 


glorify God, edify my Neighbour, and ju- 
ſtify and declare my Faith before Men. 
And according to my preſent Sentiments 
of Religion, I look upon Faith and Good 
Works to make up my whole Duty, as a 
Chriſtian: And theſe, I hold, are not to 
be ſeparated in my Practice, becauſe 
Faith without Works is dead, and Works 
without Faith cannot pleaſe God. 

And though it is my firm Reſolution 
to obſerve them both, and to believe and 
do as my Sureties have promiſed for me; 


yet I know I cannot do ſo, but by the 


aſſiſtance and help of God; and there- 


fore I will by diligentand humble Prayer 


beg a continual ſupply of Grace, to en- 


able me to believe and do all things 
- which at Baptiſm were ſtipulated and 
- promiſed in my Name. And I will alſo 


daily offer up my unfeigned Thanks unto 


God, that he hath called me tothe Know- 


ledge of the Truth; that he hath brought 


me out of my natural State of Sin; that 


he hath admitted me into the Church; 
and that there he doth vouchſafe me the 
appointed Means of Holineſs and Salva- 
tion. And I humbly pray God by his 


| 3 Grace, to encline my Will; 
* 


his aſſiſting Grace to give me Strength; 


and by his conſummating Grace to bi ing 


me actually to perform all thoſe Dutics 
which 
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which in Holy Baptiſm my God-fathers 
and God-mother undertook in my ſtead. . 

And as you ever minded and made me 
ſenſible how greatly I was' bound to my 
Sureties, for what they did for me at 
Baptiſm; ſo you likewiſe have let me 
know the Obligation I had to take u 
their Bond as ſoon as I was able, and to 
to diſcharge them. And this I did at 
Confirmation, when I folemnly took up- 
on my ſelf to believe and do all that my 
Baptiſmal. Sureties had vow'd and pro- 
miſed I ſhould believe and do. But now, 
alas! being conſcious to my ſelf that 1 
have broken my Baptiſmal Covenant, it 
is my earneſt Deſire to be admitted to 


it. 

But before my admiſſion to that Hea- 
venly Entertainment, I am of Opinion 
that I ought to have a competent Under- 
ſtanding, of the more eminent Parts of 
Chriſtianity which you have taught me; 
and they are theſe Four : Namely, Faith, 
Obedience, Prayer, and the Sacraments. - 
And to you who are to admit me, I think 
my {elf bound to give an account of my. 
Knowledge in each of theſe, and to deſire 
your Judgment whether or no it be ſuffi- 
Clent in order to my Admillion. 


the Lord's Table, on purpoſe to renew, , 
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I begin with Faith (as that without 
which all the reſt are not only inſignifi- 
cant, but finful) which being conſidered 
as my Act of Believing, I have already 
ſaid, That it fignifies my Aſſent unto, 


and relying upon the Word of God's 


Truth, and Goſpel of Man's Salvation: 
So that I take the Scriptures to be the ge- 


neral Object of my Faith, and the Creed 


to contain the main Particulars to be be- 


lieved by me. I mean, that Creed which 
bears the Name of the Apoſtles, as its 
Compilers; and which, I ſuppoſe to be 


that Form of ſound Words to the Profeſſi- 
on, whereof Paul exhorts Timothy to keep 
conſtant and teach others. 


And becauſe before my Admiſſion to 


the Holy Communion, I think I ought 


to be able to recite the Words of the 


Creed, to have a competent Knowledge 
of their meaning, and of the influence 
each Article ought to have upon my 
Converſation : I will therefore firſt re- 
hearſe the Words thereof, and then give 
you ſuch an account of their Sence and 
Influence, as I have been taught by 
you. 


The Catechumen. 1 


Ide in God the Father almigh⸗ 
at. | 3 


ty, Maker of Heaven and Earth: 

And in Jeſus Chriſt his onlp Son 
our Lord: Who was conceived bp 
the Holy Ghoſt born of the Uiratn 
Mary, ſuffezrd under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucifted, dead, and buried; He 
deſcended into Hell: The third Dap 
he zoſe again from the dead: He 
aſcended into Heaven, and-ſitteth at 
the right hand of God tho Father Al- 
mighty: #2om thence he ſhall come 
to judge both the quick and the dead. 

J believe in the Holp Sholk, the 
Holp Catholfck Church, the Commu⸗ 
nion of Saints, the Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, the Reſurrection of the Bodp, 
and the Life everlaſting, - Amen. 


Having thus rehearſed the Words of 
the Creed, my next Task is to give a 
ſhort plain Declaration of what I believe 
in every Article. it; 


2 


T 


ARTICLE 
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I Are L 


ö Abdelieve in God the Father al⸗ 
mighty, Maker of Heaven and 


1 In this Article I have been taught to 
1 believe that there is a God, and that he is 
an Eternal Spirit, whoſe being is of Him- 
ſelf, and not from any other; and that 
from Him all things have their Being. 
| And I further believe, That this God 1s 
1 but One, becauſe he is the Infinite, In- 
; dependent, and Omnipotent Caule, which 
can be bur One. 
l believe alſo, That this God is the E- 
ternal Father of Chriſt, and that for his 
ſake he is alſo my Heavenly Father ; 
and that being Almighty, he can do for 
me Whatſoever he will, 

I likewiſe believe, That in {ix Days 
this GO O created all things of No- 
thing by his Word, for his Glory; and 
that he ſtill preſerveth all Things by the 
ſame Word of his Power. 


PF 
3” 
407 
— 
. 8 
1 . 
N l . 
= : 4 
. | 
* v 
4 'L > | | 
4 ty 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICL E II. 


And in jeſus Chriſt his only Son 
our Lord. 


In this Second Article of the Creed, I 
have been taught to believe in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and that he is the only Son of 
God, and of the ſame Divine Eſſence 
with him: That he is called Feſas, be- 
caule he is the only Saviour of Mankind : 
And that he 1s called 2 or Meſſiab, 
which ſignifies Anointed, becauſe he was 
anointed to the Three Offices of a Pro- 
phet, Prieſt, and King; which Three, 
under the Law, were in an eſpecial man- 
ner Anointed. 

And I believe, that all theſe Three 
met in Chriſt ; and that as Prophet he 
doth inſtruct his Church, outwardly by 
his Word, and inwardly by his Spirit. 
And ] believe that as a Prieſt he made Sa- 
tisfaction unto God for the Sins of Man- 
kind, when he once offered up Himſelf 
upon the Croſs; and that by the Sacri- 
fice of Himſelf, he reconciled God and 
Man. And further I believe, That as a 
Prieſt he continually, makes. Interceſion 
forme, and all true Chriſtians, at the right | 
hand of his Father in Heaven, and 5. 155 
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14 The Catechumen, 
bleſs me in turning me from my Ini- 
quities. „ 

In like manner, I believe, That Jeſus 
was not only Chriſt, that is, Anointed to 
be a Prophet and a Prieſt in the ſence 
now declared; but that he was alſo a- 
nointed to be a King: And that, as 
ſuch, he doth govern and preſerve his 
Church: He erects and ſets up his 
Throne in the Hearts of Believers : He 
gives them Grace to ſubdue every re- 

ellious Luſt, and habit of Sin, that it - 
reign not in them : He conquers Satan, 
and reſtrains his Power: He overcomes 
Death ; and having received all Autho- 
riry in Heaven and Earth, he rules over 
all Men, and all Creatures ; and that of 
his Kingdom there ſhall be no end. 80 
that to him belongs abſolute Dominion 
over all, and Obedience is due to him 
from all, 


ARTICLE III. 


dulho was conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt, born of the Utrgin Mary. 


In this Article I profeſsto believe, That 
when Chriſt was made of the Seed of 

David according to the Fleſh, he Was 
made in all things like to my ſelf, except. 
| | ing 
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ing Sin: For thatcould affect neither his 
Humane Soul nor Body, becaufe in both 

he was moſt Holy, as being conceived 

0 * - 
only by the Operation of the Holy 

Ghoſt, and born of a ſpotleſs Virgin. For 
Chriſt, that he might be our Kinſman, 
and capable to redeem us, by paying our 
Debts in the ſame Humane Nature in 
which they were contracted, it was ne- 
ceſlary he ſhould be the Seed of the 
Woman. And that he might plainly ap- 
pear to be that Seed ofthe Woman which 
was promiſed, it was likewiſe neceſſary 
he ſhould be born of a Virgin, who was 
of the Lineage and Houſe of David. All 
which 1 believe from God's Word was 


accompliſhed in the Bleſſed Mother of 
Chriſt, | 


ARTICLE IV. 


_ - Suffered under Pontius Pilate, &c. 


This is an Article that you have often 
rold me I ought well to underſtand; for 
it reſpects Chriſt's Death, upon which the 
whole Hinge of my Salvation turns. I 
find the Hiſtory of it to be clearly and 
fully fer forth by the Evangeliſts; and as 
to the knowledge of it, St. Paul valued 
it ſo highly, that he deſired to att" 

rhing 


16 The Catechumen. 
thing elſe but Jeſus Chriſt crucified. Now 
by my believing of the Crucifixion, I 
confeſs, that according th the Prophecies 
Chriſt ſuffered in his Humane Nature, 
both in Soul and Body; his Divine Na- 
tare being uncapable of ſuffering. And 
that this hapned at the time when Pontius 
Pilate was the Roman Governonr of Ju- 
dæa; who being addicted to Cruelty and 
ſinful Compliance, condemned Chriſt to 
be crucified: And as Moſes lifred up the 
Serpent on the Pole in the Wildernefs, ſo 
was Chriſt lifted up on the Croſs; and 
by a painful, ignominious, and accurſed 
Death, did expiate my Sin, and redeem 
me from all vain Converſation, and 
from the Curſe of the Law, and gave 
me an Entrance into Heaven. All which 
unſpeakable Benefits are juſtly to be a- 
{cribed to the Blood of Chriſt, becauſe ir 
was of infinite value, as being the Blood 
of that Perſon who was God as well as 

das... 
And as I believe Chriſt voluntarily laid 
down his Life, and that his Soul was 
really ſeparated from his Body; ſo !] like- 
wiſe believe, that as a dead Man he was 
buried, after the manner of the Tewiſh 
Nation ; namely, that he was bound 1n 
Graye-clothes with Spices, and laid inthe 
Grave, with a heavy Stone rolled in the 
Mouth 
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mouth of the N All which were 
certain Tokens of his Death, as being the 
uſual known Rites of a Fewiſh Funeral. 
L alſo believe, That Chriſt being dead, 
his Soul and Body remain'd in a ſeparate 
condition, under the Power of Death ; 
and that his Soul was re-united to the 
Body before it did putrify in the Grave. 
Bur as to the various Opinions about his 
Deſcent into Hell, I think them either 
too high, or too unprofitable for my re- 
ſcarch. 

And as you have taught me, ſo I be- 
lieve, that Chriſt's Birth, Death, and Bu- 
rial, or being under the Dominion of 
Death, were the Three Degrees of his 
Humiliation; anſwerable to which were 
the Three Degrees of his Exaltation, 
namely, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and 
Glorification in Heaven. 


ARTICLE V. 


The third Day he roſe again 
krom the Dead. 25 


Though, being a Chriſtian, I need no 
proof of Chriſt's riſing from the Dead; 
yet to confirm my Belief of ſo eminent 
an Article, God has given me the Teſti- 
mony of Angels, of the Men that guarded 
n B the 
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the Sepulchre, the many Apparitions of 


Chriſt after he was riſen, the Effuſion of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, the 
Miracles done by them in his Name. 80 
that I have juſt ground to believe and 
profeſs, That the Body of Chriſt ſaw no 
Corruption, as did the Bodies of the Pa- 
triarchs. And becauſe it was impoſſible 
he ſhould be holden of the Power of 
Death, Ido believe that he did really riſe 
again, and that the very ſame Body and 
Soul of our Saviour, which were ſepara- 
ted by Death, were by his own Divine 
Power reunited in his Reſurrection. 

And as to the time when he aroſe, I 
have been taught, and do believe, That 
it was the Third Day after his Death, 
which hapned to be the firſt Day of the 
Week ; which Day we celebrate in me- 
mory of his Reſurrection, and which has 
immemorially been called The Lord's 


Day. 
ARTICLE VI. 


He aſcended into Heaven, and 
ſitteth, &c. 


I believe, That Chrift aſcended by the 
ſame Power he roſe: And that this was 


no other Power than that of his own Di- 
VInity; 
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vinity ; by which, as an High-Prieſt ok 
good things to come, he once aſcended 

Al - viſibly and locally into the Heaven of 
Heavens, as the High-Prieſt once every 
Year entred into the Holy of Holies. 
And the End of his Aſcenſion was, I be- 
lieve, to prepare a place for Believers, 
and to receive them to it; that where he 
is, they might be allo. 

After Chriſt's Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
he took his Place at the Right Hand of 
God: Not that I think God, who is a 
molt abſolute Spirit, hath cither Right or 
Left Hand; but that this is ſpoken after 
the manner of Men, who place thoſe 
whom they will moſt honour upon their 
Right hand. And from Chrilt's being 
thus placed in Heaven, I collect, That he 
there took up his Abode in a ſtate of Ma- 
jeſty and Power, to ſhew that he was 
above all Creatures in Heaven and 
Earth, and that he is exalted to be the 
King of Saints, and Judge of Sinners; the 
Prince of our Salvation, and Higb-Prieſt ü 
of our Profeſſion: And that in Him there 
was an Union of the Regal Power and 
Prieſtly Office, when he far down at the © © 
Right Hand of the Father Almighty. 80 
that by the former he is perfectly able ro 
ſubdue all his Enemies; and by the latter 
he doth ever intercede for, and eternally 
ſave thoſe that are his. B 2 Ar- 
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ARTICLE VII. 


From thence he ſhall come to 
judge, &c. 

As I believe that Chriſt redeemed me 
by his Death and Paſſion, and that by his 
Aſcenſion he is become my Advocateand 
Interceſſor with God; fo I believe that 
he ſhall come the ſecond time from Hea- 
ven, withgreat Glory, to judge the World. 

For beſides the particular Judgment 
that paſſeth upon every Man immediate- 
ly upon his Death, when the departed 
Soul is ſet at God's, Tribunal, and exami- 
ned of all its Thoughts, Words, and Acti- 
ons; I ſay, beſides this particular Judg- 
ment, I believe there ſhall be a general 
Judgment, when all ſhall,be judged, as 
well the Quick that ſhall be alive at that 
Day, as the Dead, who ſhall then be rai- 
ſed up. And that in this laſt Judgment, 
Chritt Himſelf, as a Supream Judge, ſhall 

paſs the final Sentence, and that the 
Saints, as Aſſeſſors, ſhall paſs their Sen- 
- tence of Approbation. 

Ibelieve too, That I and all Men ſhall be 
judged of all things done in the Body, whe- 
ther Good or Evil: And that upon the pro- 
nouncing of the Sentence, the truly peni- 
tent ſhall paſsto an Eſtate of Eternal Hap- 
pineſs; and finally, the Impenitent to an 
Eſtate of Eternal Miſery. Ar- 
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AR TICLE VIII. 
J believe in the Holy Ghoſt. 
Having briefly declared what my Faith 
isin God the Father, and God the Son ; 
I am next to declare what I believe con- 
cerning God the Holy Ghoſt. And firſt, 
I believe, That without Faith in the Holy 
Ghoſt, I cannot believe in God the Father, 


nor in his Son, as my Lord. For no Man can 
call God Father, but by the Holy Ghoſt; 


nor can any Man ſay that Jeſus is the Lord, 


but by the Holy Ghoſt, whom I believe - 
to be the Third Perſon in the Divine Be- 
ing, and therefore True God: And that 
as he proceedeth from the Father and the 
Son, (which I believe he doth) he is a 
Perſon diſtinct from both. 2 
The Spirit in whom! believe, is calle 
Holy, becauſe in Himſelf he is without 
all Pollution and Sin; and becauſe he is 
the Author of all Holineſs in me, and all | 
who truly believe in Him: So that all my 
Holineſs is but a Ray of Effuſion of che 
Holy Ghoſt, which doth furniſh my7 
Heart with ſpiritual and ſaving Grace,, 
by the Work of Sanctification. "IN 


| ARTICLE IX. Ss 
Jbelieve the Holp Catholick Chuz($; 
the Communion of Safn's..-. ; 


After this plain Account given by me 
B 3 of 
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of the Articles which concern the Bleſſed 
Trinity, 1 will now give the like Account 
of thoſe that follow ; which reſpect ſuch _ 
only as truly believe in, and obey and wor- 
ſhip the Trinity in Unity; and who are 
here called the Church. Which I plainly 
take to fignifie all thoſe whom Chriſt hath 
called out of the World, to be his pecu- 
liar People: Over whom he hath a Sove- 
reign Authority, in regard of which they 
willingly and chearfully pay him Ho- 
mage, and obey his Law and Ordinances, 
For by Church I have been taught to un- 
derſtand the Corporation and General Fa- 
mily of all True Believers, which Family 
truly deſerves to becalled Holy, in reſpect 
of its Head, which is Chriſt, who is Holy 
in himſelf, and whoſe Holineſs is impu- 
ted to all ſincere Believers: And who 
through the Grace given to them, do 
labour, ſtudy, and endeavour to be Holy. 
And the Church, in this familiar ac- 
-#. Ception, I believe is Univerſal, as well as 
Holy; and that there are in all the Quar- 
ters of the World thoſe who by Baptiſm 
are admitted into it, and ſo made Mem- 
bers of Chriſt's Myſtical Body, who are 
guided by his Spirit, nouriſhed by the 
Word and Sacrament; and who are obe- 
dient to the Rule and Government of 
the Biſhops and Paſtors, lawtully called 
to their Offices. And 
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And of this Society of Believers, which 
conſtitute the Church, ſome are in a ſtate 


of War, continually fighting againſt their 


own and Chriſt's Enemies; but yet in 
daily expectation of Triumph, and a 
Crown: And theſe are called the Church 
Militant, Which is on Earth. And ſome are 
in a ſtate of Peace; for having fought 
the good Fight of Faith, and finiſhed their 
Warfare, they are entred into their Maſter's 
Joy: And theſe make the Church Trium- 
phant, Which 15 Crown'd in Heaven. Now 
theſe I hold are not two divers Churches, 
bur the fame Church under a different 
State and Condition: For I believe the 
Church to be eflentially bur one. 

And as Chriſt's Myſtical Body the 
Church has an Union with Him, as being 
the Head of it; ſo I believe there is a 
Common Union among the Members; 
both thoſe that are glorified in Heaven, 


and thoſe that in ſome degree are ſancdti- 
hed on Earth. And this is called tage 
Communion of Saints; and is the brit Pri. 
vilege of the Chriſtian Church. And 


= # A 
— 
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by virtue of this, all true Chriſtians com... -* 


municate in all Offices of Piety and Cha» 


rity; in doing good to one another's Bo- 
dies and Souls. And this they de upon 


the account that they have in mon. 
One God, one Chriſt, one Spirit, one Lord, %*-# . 


one Faith, one Baptiſin, one Hope, B 4 Ar- 
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MATICETR A 


The Foꝛgiveneſs of Sins. 

As the Communion of Saints genninely 
ariſeth from the Nature of the Univerſal 
Church; ſo Pardon of Sins follows from 
both. For none ſhall have their Sins 
forgiven, but thoſe who live and die in the 
Communion of the Church: For unleſs I 
abide in this Ark, I ſhall certainly periſh. 

Now Sin, as I have been inſeructed, is of 
two ſorts; the one Original, which is the 
Sin of my Nature; the other Actual, which 
is the Sin of »y Converſation. The for- 
mer I brought with me into the World, 
the latter I commit while I live therein. 
And both theſe ſorts of Sin deſerve eter- 
nal Death, and can only be pardon'd by 
the Merits of Chriſt. (For Sin being a 
Tranſgreſſion of the Law of God, it can 
only be forgiven by him whoſe Law it 
tranſgreſſeth.) For Remillion of Sins is the 
Second Privilege of the Church, which is 
preached to all in the Name of CHRIST, 
and ſealed in Baptiſm ; wherein I believe 
my Original Sin is preſently pardon'd, 
and that my Actual Sins committed after 
Battiſm, ſhall be pardon d, if I truly re- 
pent mè of the ſame. 

Now, this my Belief of the Forgive - 


nefs of Sins, ſuppoſes that I believe, That 
God 


The Catechnmen. 25 
God graciouſly and freely, without any 
Deſert on Man's part, gave his Son to 
die for the World; and, That for the 
ſake of his meritorious Death, he remits 
the Fault, abſolves from the Guilt, and 
acquits from Puniſhment, all truly penitent 
and believing Sinners, 

And I do further believe, That he im- 
putes to them the Obedience of his own 
Son, and his Righteouſneſs, and By means 
thereof accounts them juſt in his „ght. 

I believe, That all who are juſtified, 
and thus acquitted, have Holineſs in ſome 
degree, according to the Condition of 
this Life. Which Holineſs, tho' it can- 
not altogether diſcharge them from Sin, 
yet it doth not ſuffer them to reign over 
them: So that a Juſtified Perſon is not 
under its Dominion; nor-yields himſelf 
a Vaſſal to it; but reſiſts its Commands, 
and makes it die daily. | 

And for- the greater ſecurity of the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins, God hath committed 
to his Miniſters an indiſpenſible Power 
and Charge to preach Faith and Repen- 
tence as the Condition of this Forgive- 
neſs: He hath likewiſe appointed them 
tO pray and intercede, and allo to baptize 
for the Forgiveneſs of Sins; and to ad- 
miniſter the Lord's Supper in memory of 
that Blood which was {hed for the Remi/- 

B 5 ſion 
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fron of Sins. And indeed all that God 


hath left in the Hand and Power of his 
Miniſters, eſpecially tends to make Men 
capable of receiving what they believe, 
namely, the Remiſſion of Sins, 


ArTicls NI. 
The Reſurrection of the Body, 


It was the hope of the Fathers under 
the Old Teſtament, as well as it is of 
Chriſtians under the New, That there 
ſhall be a Reſurrection both of the Juſt 
and Unjuſt: And if it were otherwiſe, 
Chriſtians of all Men would be moſt mi- 
ſerable; and all that I have learn'd, and 
you have taught me, concerning Chri- 


ſtianity, would be in vain. Bur I firmly 


and truly believe, That my mortal Body 
ſhall be raiſed from the Corruption of 
the Grave, by virtue of the Reſurrection 


of Chriſt, And this my Belief is found- 


ed upon the Power and good Pleaſure of 
God, who both can and Will raiſe fron 
the dead the very ſame Body that died. 


ARTICLE XII. 
The Life everlaſting. 


The Enjoyment of everlaſting Life, is 
the laſt Chriſtian Privilege, and that 


- which crowns the reſt; And I have lear- 


ned to underſtand by this Life, the En- 
| Joyment 


2 
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Joyment of all true Happineſs in Soul and 
Body. For I believe that the Faculties 

of the Souls of juſt Perſons, ſhall be per- 
fectly enlightned and ſanctified, and that 
their Bodies ſhall live after the manner of 
Spirits, and be exceedingly glorified. 

And oppoſite to this Life everlaſting, 
I believe there is an everlaſting Death 
which is the Portion of the Wicked. And 
that as Life everlaſting conſiſts in the 
Fruition, ſo I believe everlaſting Death 
conſiſts in the Loſs of God's Preſence, and 
all other Comforts; and is the enduring . 
of the ſting of Conſcience and Torments- 
of Hell for ever. | 

But as my believing all the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, as they are ſummd 3 
up in that which is called the Apoſtles. + ! 
Creed, ſuppoſes that I am to learn not 
only the Words, but likewiſe the Senſe 
of the Creed; ſo it alſo implies, that F 
ſhould live like them that do believe ; 
for otherwiſe myconſenting ro the Truth 
of the Articles will ſtand me in no ſtead. 
And therefore, not medling with remote 
and learned Inferences, I will draw ſuch» 
from each Article, as are near and fami- 
liar, ſhort and edifying. 

As for example: From my believing; 
that God created me, I inferr, Fam 
bound to be obedient and ſubject to Him. 

4 OBEY 
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By my believing that Chriſt. redeemed 
me, I think it my Duty to yield up my 
ſelf ro Him as his Purchaſe, and to be 
wholly diſpoſed by Him, and employed 
only in his Service. My belicving Chriſt's 
Conception by the Holy Ghoſt, and his 
Birth ofthe Virgin, ſhould make me di- 
ligent to fit my. Heart for the Holy Ghoſt 
to overſhadow, and for Chriſt to be born 
in it. My belief of Chrift's. Crucifixion, 


ſmould teach me to crucifie the Fleſh, with 
the Affections and Luſts, and to deſtroy 
the Body of Sin. My belief of his Death 


and Burial, ſhould make me content to 
die for the ſake of Truth, being aſſured, 
that if I ſuffer for Chriſt, I ſhallalſo reign 
with him. It ſhould alſo keep me from 
being diſheartned by Death, ſeeing that 
Chriſt. by dying. hath raken away the 
Sting of Death, which is Sin, and made 
it an Entrance into Life. My believing 


the ReſurreQion of Chriſt, ſhould make 
me actually riſe from Sin to a new Life; 


and utterly to forſake my Sins, as Chriſt 
did the Grave, to which ( after he was 
once riſen from it) he return'd no more. 
My believing Chriſt's Aſcenſion, and ſit- 
ting at the Right-hand of God, ſhould 
reach me to ſer my Aﬀections on things 
above, and not on things on the Earth. 


The believing a Judgment to come, 


ſhould 
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ſhould make me careful ſo to walk, as that 
I may not be condemned in it. My be- 
lieving the Holy Catholick Church and 
Communion of Saints, ſhould render me 
mighty circumſpect to preſerve Charity, 
which is the Bond of Peace, and to avoid 


all things deſtructive of Catholick Unity. 


The Remiſſion of Sins, which I believe, 
ſnould make me highly to eſteem all thoſe 
Ways and Means which God hath or- 
dained in his Church to convey unto me 
this Remiſſion, and to perform the Con- 
dition on which it is promiſed, »- 

My believing the riſing again of my 
Body, ſhould make me watchful againſt 
all things that may keep it from being in 
a fit condition to riſe to Glory, and to 
practice all ſuch Vertues as may prepare 
it for that Heavenly Condition to which 


1. expect it ſhould be raiſed. And my 


believing the Life Everlaſting, ſhoul 


make me diligent to employ my ſhort © 


moment of Time here, that my Ever- 
laſting Life hereafter,. may be a Life of 
Joy, and not of Miſers: 

And thus from all the. Articles of the 
Creed, I am to draw Motrve to ſtreng- 
then me in all Chriſtian Practice; to 
which end my learning and believing of 
them is deſign d. And till I do this, I 


cannot rationally pretend to make good 


What 
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what I promiſed when I was baptized, 
namely, To believe all the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith. And without this, I 
think my ſelf unfit to partake of the 
Lord's Supper. 

I now proceed to Obedience, which you 
have frequently taught me, is the ſecond 
Head of my Chriſtian Profeſſion, and 
that it hasthe Ten Commandments for 
its Rule; and of theſe, as well as of the 
Creed, I ought to have a convenient 
Knowledge, both as to the Words and 
Meaning, before I come to the Lord's Ta- 
ble; becauſe the keeping of God's Com- 
mandments, is one part of that Vow which 
Ihaye broken, and come thither to renew. 
beſt, I have been Catechiſed, That 
in each Command ment there is ſomething 
required, and ſomething forbidden; ſo that 
I may be guilty of tranſgreſſing it, either 
by doing what I ought not to do, or by 
leaving undone what I ought to do. 

As tothe things forbidden by the Firſt 
Commandment, I have learned, that 
they are chiefly Atheiſm, or the Denial of 
God's Being, and the multiplying and ſer- 
ving of falſe Gods; as alſo the not ſer- 
ving the only true Gop aright. And 
of tuis laſt 1 look upon my ſelf to become 
egregioully guilty, when] ſufferany thing 
to ſhare with God in my Worſhip of Him ; 

an 
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and when J am guilty of Hypocriſie, Irre- 
ligion, Indevotion, Lukewarmneſs, Here- 
ſie, Schiſm, Apoſtaſie, Infidelity, Preſump- 
tion, Deſpair, Carnal Security, Pride Diſ- 
obedience, Impatience, and Murmuring, 
and wilful Ignorance of his Word. 

And L have been taught, That by this 
ſame Commandment it is required of me 
to acknowledge but One God, and to 
have him for my God, and to love, fear, 
obey, and truſt in Himabove all others, and 
to ſerve Himtruly all the Days of my Life. 
And as to the things forbidden in the 


Second Commandment, I doubt nor 


but they are, The appointing of any kind 
of Image for Religious Worſhip; the re- 
preſenting of God by a viſible likeneſs of 
any thing; the worſhipping of Creatures; 
the neglect of the Worſhip of the True 
God, or the worſhipping Him after a 
falſe manner. 

And the Duties injoined in this Com- 
mandment, are, to worſhip the only True 
God, according to his own Preſcription ; 
to worſhip him both in my Body and 
Spirit; to bear a due regard to all the 
Parts of his Worſhip, as Prayer, the 
Word, andSacraments ; to come tothem 
with ſuitable Preparation, and to yield a 
due Veneration to all Places, Times, Pers 
ons, and Things, rightly ſet apart for God's 

x Worthip, 
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Worſhip. And to ſuch as thus worſhip 
him, he hath promiſed Mercy and Kind- 
neſs; but has threatned to be a ſevere- - 
Puniſher of them that do otherwiſe. 

In the Third Commandment, I am 
forbidden all irreverent Thoughts of God; 
all Blaſphemy, or diſhonourable mention 
of his Name; all Ferjury, or breach of 
lawful Oaths; all occaſioning the Name 
of God and True Religion to be blaſ- 
phemed. 

And, on the other fide, I am enjoined 
to think and ſpeak reverently of God's 
Name and Attributes; to glorifie him in 
his Holy Word and Ordinances; to uſe 
his Name with Reverence in taking Re- 
ligious Oaths; to obſerve ſuch Oaths 
with an holy Care and Conſcience ; and 
to gloriſie his Name by a pious Conver- 
ſation. 

The Fourth Commandment requires 
me to keep holy; or to ſanctity all ſuch 
Days, which are ſeparated from a Com- 
mon to a Religious Ule. 

After God had in Six Days finiſhed the 
Works of the firſt Creation, he ſanctified 
the Seventh Day, and commande d his 
People to ſanctifie it. But after the Re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, inſtead of the Se- 
venth Day from the beginning of the 
Creation, the Firit Day of the Week was 

hattowed 


hallowed, and called emphatically The 
Lord's Day. And the Obſervation of it 
has been the univerſal practice of the 
Chriſtian Church. And I think my ſelf 
bound to ſpend this Day in an eſpecial 
attendance on God's Service; fuch as 
Prayer, Preaching, Participation of the 
Sacrament: Relieving the Poor, Medi- 
tating upon the Works of Creation and 
Redemption, Cc. 

And on this Day I have been taught, 
that I am forbidden all worldly Under- 
takings and Employments, vain Sports 
and Recreations, and all Actions but 
thoſe of Piety, Mercy, Neceſſity and De- 
cency. 5 

Now theſe four firſt Commandments, 
reſpe&t my Duty toward God; and the 
fix = follow, regard my Neighbour and 
my ſelf. 

And the firſt of theſe fix (which is the 
fifth of theTenCommandments,)may 
be called the Commandment of Relati- 
ons: For it teaches me firſt my Duty to 
my Natural Parents, and that I am to ho- 
nour them. Which 1mplieth, that I amto 
fear, reverence, ſuccour, and obey them. 
It fecondly teacheth me my Duty to my 
Political Parents, namely, the King, and 
all in lawful Authority underhim; whom 
alſo 1 am to honour and obey. It * 
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ly) teaches me my Duty to my Eccleſi- 
aſtical Parents, Spiritual Paſtors and 
Teachers. And it likewiſe binds me to 


carry my ſelf lowly and reverently to all 
my betters. In ſhort, I have been taught, 


that this Commandment doth concern all 
the mutual Duties among all ſorts and 
degrees of Inferiours and Superiors, from the 
King to the Maſter of a Cottage. And 
there is an eſpecial Promiſe annexed to 
this Precept, to encourage all to obey it, 
in performing their reſpective Duties 
one to another, 

In the Sixth Commandment, which 
concerns Man's Life, all thoſe things are 
forbidden me which any way tend to 
the injury of the ſame ; as Hatred, cauſ- 
leſs and revengeful Anger, contrivance 
of Man's Death, occaſions of, and actual 
and wilful Murder. And at the ſame 
time this Commandment requires me, as 
far as J am able, to preſerve the Life of 
Man; and that I ſuſtain it with Food 
and Raiment, that I prudently avoid all 
Dangers, and conſcientiouſly fly from all 
{uch Vices, whereby humane Life is ha- 
zarded; and which are deſtructive both 
of the Body and Soul of him that com- 
mits them. Such as Drunkenneſs, Un- 
cleanneſs, c. 


In the Seventh Commandment, which 
Concerns 
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concerns a chaſte Converſation, I am 
forbidden all Acts of Adultery, and For- 
_ nication, together with unlawful Mar- 
riage. And likewiſe all ſuch Thoughts, 
Looks, Attire, and Words, as prompt and 
inveigle to Uncleanneſs. I have further 
been taught, that by this Commandment 
all fuch things are forbidden as may oc- 
caſion any of theſe, as Idleneſs, Exceſs in 
eating and Drinking. So that on the 
contrary, I am enjoined to keep my Bo- 
dy in Temperance, Soberneſs, and Chaſtity ; 
to preſerve Modeſty in Thought, Beha- 
viour, and Apparel. 

In the Eighth Commandment, which 
concerns Man's Eſtate, I am, as I have 
been taught, forbidden all Defraudation, 
or deceittul Stealth, Oppreſſion, and vio- 
lent Robbery, Sacrilege, or pillaging of 
God; all Bribery and with-holding other 
Men's Dues, with all covetous Deſires. 

And on the contrary, I am bound by 
virtue of this Command, to give to all 
their Dues, to live in ſome lawful Cal- 
ling, and therein to be diligent ; to re- 
ſtore that which hath been ftolen; to 
give Alms to the Poor, and to avoid the 
Company of all ſuch as would intice me 
to break this Law. 

. The Ninth Commandment,concerns 
Man's Good Name, and: forbids me to 
| Lye 


- 
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Lye, totpilegs.receive, or to divulge ary 
falſe or malicious Reports againſt my 
Neighbour. It likewiſeforbids all ground- , 
leſs Suſpicions, together with ſuborning 
and encouraging of falſe Witneſſes. 

And on the other hand, it enjoins me 
to love and ſpeak the Truth ; to preſerve 
my own Reputation, and when it is ſea- 
ſonable, to vindicate my own Inno- 
cence, and the Innocency of my Neigh- 
bour, when I know either to be unjuſtly 
aſperſed. | 

In the Lall Commandment, which 
eſpecially reſpects Man's Deſires, I am for- 
bidden to covet my Neighbour's Goods, 
of whatnature or ſoit ſoever: And I am 
required to regulate my Affections; to 

"reſtrain all ſinful Deſires; to be content 
with my preſent Condition, to learn and 
labour truly to get mine own living, and 
to do my Duty in that ſtate of Life unto 
-which it hath pleaſed God to call me. 
And now having given this Account 
of the Ten Commandments, I leave it 
to your upright Conſideration, whether 
my knowledge of them be ſufficient to 
quality me for the Holy Communion. 

The Obedience I owe to theſe Pre- 
cepts, is the next thing that important=-- 
ly concerns me. And here I openly con- 


feſs, that it is not in my power to obey 
God's 
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God's Commandments, witkour his ſpe- 

cial Grace; but that if this be once ſhed 
in my Heart, it will enable me to obey 
them. And when my Obedience is true, 
faithful and ſincere, though mixed with +5 
much Weakneſs, ImperfeCtions, and ma- 
ny Sins, yet (it therein I live not wilfully 
impenitent) I do unfeignedly believe 
God will accept and crown it. | 

But I have been often taught, that this 

{pecial Grace of God cannot be obtained 
bur by diligent Prayer; which you have 
told me is the Third General Branch of 
my Chriftianity, and that it has for its 
þ Rule that Divine Form Chriſt compoſed, 
and which from him is called The Lord's 
f Prayer. And this conſiſts of 2 Preface, fix 
, Petitions, and a Concluſion: Of each of 
1 
) 


which! will now give ſuch an account as 
I have learned from you, beginning with 
the Preface; namely, Wn 


Our Father which art in Heaven: 


| 
| | Wherein I am taught to direct my 
) Prayers to God, as to a Father whom I 
ougkt to approach with holy Reverence, 
and with humble Confidence that he will 
hear and grant what I pray for. 
And to him only Prayers ought to be 
y made, becauſe he only is every wherepre- 
I ſent to receive them, and every way able 
to grant what is pray'd for. The 
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The Six Petirions now follow, where. 
of the Three firſt concern God's Glory; 
and the Three laſt concern Man's Wants, - 


PETITION I. 


Hallowed be thy Name. 


In this Petition I am taught to deſire, 
and chiefly to endeavour the glorification 
of God's Holy Name, which Name in 
general ſignifies God himſelf; and in 
particular all his Titles, as Lord, Febovab, 
&c. next, all his glorious Attributes or 
Excellencies, together with every thing 
that has a peculiar relation unto him, as 
his Word, his Houſe, his Day, &c. 

So that in this Petition I pray, That 
God would ſtrike my Heart with ſuch an 
heavenly Awe, that I may humbly reve- 
rence his great Name, and carry ſuch a 
reſpect to all things that relate unto him, 
and. his Worſhip, as may maniteſt my 
Honour to his great Majeſty ; that my 
holy Profeſſion- be not blaſphemed, bur 


_ glorified by my ſelf and others. 


PETITION II. 
Thy Kingdom come. 


Divines tell me, and I heartily believe, 

That God has a Threefold Kingdom : 
1. A Kingdom of Power, whereby 
he 


_ 8.0. 
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he ruleth over all Creatures, even his pro- 
felled Enemies, 

2. A Kingdom of Grace, whereby he 
ruleth in the Hearts of his Children, by 
his Word and Spirit. 

3. A Kingdom of Glory, which is in 
Heaven: And in a more eminent man- 
ner ſhall begin at the laſt Judgment, when 
Chriſt (as Man) ſhall deliver up the 
Kingdom to God his Father ; when all 
the Saints ſhall be taken in to Reign with 
him: And of this Kingdom there ſhall 
be no end, 

And in praying that God's Kingdom 
may come, I deſire that God would 'ſta- 
bliſh his Throne, and Rule for ever in 
my Heart; and by the Power of his 
Grace ſubdue all thoſe rebellious Cor- 
ruptions that exalt themſelves againſt 
him: Thatthe Goſ/pe/ may be ſetled where 
it is not received, that all the Ends of the- 
Earth may ſee the Salvation of Chriſt: 
That he would haſten the coming of his 
Kingdom of Glory, and ſo conſummate 
and accompliſh the Kingdom of Grace. 


PETITION LIL 
Chy (Till be done in Earth, as 
it is in Heaven. eee” 
have been conſtantly Catechized to 
believe, That the Will of God is either 
ſecret 
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ſecret Or revealed; and that I am to pay 


Obedience to them both; patiently ſub- 
mitting to God's ſecret Will, and chear- 


fully performing, as far as I am able, his 


revealed Will, as iris fer down in his 
Word. 

And as the doing of God's Will, and 
not my own, is the matter of my Obedi- 
ence, ſo the manner of my Obedience is 
the Example of the Holy Angels in Hea- 
ven, who execute the Commands of God 
with readineſs, ſpeed, faithfulneſs, and 
conſtancy. 

So that in praying Thy Mill be done, 
&c. I deſire God to enable me by his 
Grace, chearfully ro ſuffer God's Will in 
all his Afflictions, and readily to perform 
it in all his Commands. And that God 
would give me of that Heavenly Zeal to 
his Service, wherewith the bleſſed An- 
gels are inſpired: That I may obey his 
Will, with the like warmth and chear- 
fulneſs: And that following them intheir 
Obedience, while I am on Earth, I may 
be joined with them to ſing eternal Prai- 
ſesin Heaven. 


PETITION IV. 
Give us this Dap our daily Bzead. 


This is the firſt of the Three Petitions 


that concerns Man's Want, in which I 
am 


8 
d 


The Catechumen. 41 
am taught to proſeſs my dependance up- 
on God for this preſent Lite, and every 
thing that ſupports it: For by Bread I 
have been taught to underſtand all out- 
ward Comforts neceſſary for this Life; 
and that I am to pray, that by direct and 
honeſt means I may enjoy ſo much of this 
World's good, as is convenient and agree- 
able for my preſent Condition and juſt Oc+ 
caſions. And by ſaying [Daily] I inti- 
mate my Contentedneſs with preſent Ne- 
ceſſaries, and my purpoſe to continue 
daily Prayer for them. . And by thus 
praying, I caſt my Cares npon God. and 
declare that only from his Fatherly Hand 
expect the good things I want, and 
have the good things I enjoy; and that 
by his Bleſſings the Creatures are ſancti- 
fied to my moderate and thankful uſe. 

I likewiſe under the term of Daily 
Bread pray, That God would give me 
that continual ſupply of his Grace, which 
may ſuſtain and nouriſh my Soul unto 
cternal Lite, | 


PETITION ùV. 


And foꝛgive us our Treſpalles, &c. | 


By Treſpaſſes, or Debts, are meant my 
dins, for which I am daily to beg par- 
don, and to beſeech God not to exact of 
me the Penalty of them * but to ew 

© 
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of Chriſt's Satisfaction for me, and for 
his ſake to diſcharge me from the Debt 
which I owe to his Juſtice. And that I 
may not forfeit God's Pardon, by deny- 
ing mine to my Brethren ; I pray for thoſe 
Bowels of Compaſſion to others, which 
I ſtand in ſo much need of from God. 
My forgiving others their Treſpaſſes, be- 
ing here uſed as an Argument to move 
God to forgive me mine, And if I who 
am prone to revenge, Can by God's 
Grace forgive others; how much more 
will God, who is infinite in Mercy, for- 
give me!] But if J do not forgive, I ſhall 
nor be forgiven. 


PETITION VI. 


And lead us not into Temptation, 
but deliver us from Evil. 


As in the former Petition I am taught 
to pray for deliverance from the Guilt 
and Condemnation of Sin, ſo in this 1 
pray to be delivered from the Power of 
Sin. And ſeeing I am unable to with- 
ſtand thoſe multitudes of Temptations 
that daily aſſault me, I beg of God either 
to reſtrain them, or in his Faithfulneſs 
not to ſuffer me to be tempted above 
what I am able; but in all my Temptati- 
ons to make me a way to eſcape, that I 


Satan 


be not overcome by them. And becauſe 


2 
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Satan is that Evil One which is always 
tempting me to fin, I beſeech God to de- 


liver me from him, and from being taken 


in his Snares. 


The CoNCLUSION. 


Foz thine is the Kingdom, the 
Power and the Elozp, fo2 ever and 
ever. Amen. | 


Some tell me that theſe Words are no 
eſſential part of the Prayer, but an addi- 
tion which I may uſe or omit, without 
any injury to this Sacred Form. 

But for my own part, I think theſe 
Words ought to conclude this and all my 
Prayers; becauſe: they contain an AC» 
knowledgment of God's Majeſty, Power, 
Glory, and Eternity, which are chief 


Motives to pray, and which give Life 


and Spirit to the Duty : For theſe Excel- 
lencies being all in Him to whom I pray, 
they are ſo many Props to my Faith, 

and Aſſurances that I ſhall be heard. 
For it is a principal Reafon for my 
praying to God, That his is the King- 
dom, and that he Rules over all the 
World; and that as a good and loving 
King, he is eaſie to be entreated by his 
Subjects; ready to protect and fupply 
them amidſt all their Wants and Adven- 
C 2 Fires. 
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tures. And by my acknowledgment of 
God's Kingdom, I oblige my ſelf to obey 
his Laws, and ſubmit to his Government: 
So that while I retain any one Rebel-Luſt 
out of his Obedience, I -cannot be 
thought to be in earneſt, when I ſay, Thy 
12 come, and Thine is the King- 
Om. 


The Power. 


The Belief of God's Power and All- 
ſufficiency, is a ſecond Reaſon to pray 
unto him. It were to no purpoſe to make 
a Petition to One who is not able to be- 
ſtow what I defire: For be the Will ne- 
ver ſo ready, yet where Ability is want- 
ing, the Petitioner is never the nearer to 
obtain his Requeſt. But ſeeing God is 
my Father, he cannot want Will; and 
ſceing he is alſo my King, he cannot 
want Power to give what J ask of him. 
Now ſeeing that the Bowels of a Father, 
and the Arm of a King, are both in him 
to whom my Supplication is directed, I 
not only may, but juſtly ought, to rely 
upon him for all things neceſſar for this 
Life, and the Life to come. And when I 
fail to place my whole and final Depen- 
dance on God, inſtead of honouring, I 
reproach him, when I acknowledge his 


power. 
The 
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The Glozp. 


The Glory of God, as it encourageth 
my Prayers to him; fo it is that of which 
himſelf is moſt tender: My Glory I will 
not give to another, This is the aim of all 
his own Diſpenſations, and ought to be 
the end of all my Faith and. Practice. 
And when I tell God, thathisgranting my 
Prayers is for his Glory, I lay fo ſtrong 
an Obligation upon him, as methinks he 
cannot reſiſt. But if the Honour of alt T 
have, or am, be not as it ought to be, 
aſcribed unto God, from whoml receive 
all; if I impute any thing to my ſelf, or 
my own Procurement, I cannot ſay as 
I ſhould, rhine is the Glory. 


Foz ever and ever. 


This is my acknowledgment of God's 
Eternity, that he is the ſame yeſterday, to 
day, and for ever. His Kingdom ſhall have 


no end, and his Power and Glory is not 
[ like that of Earthly Princes, fading and 
7 tranſitory; but eternal, without begin- 
8 ning and end. Were I to make my Re- 
1 queſts to a mutable and a mortal God, F 
- | one ſubject to change or ending, I ſhould ! 
1 want one of the moſt concluding Ar f 
iS ments for Prayer. But ſeeing he, whom | 


I Perition, is for ever and ever the ſame 
C.3 merci- 
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merciful God, who hath always heard, 
and doth ſtill hear the Prayers of poor 

enitent Sinners: For ever a King, and 
Jo obliged to help his Subjects; for ever 
a Potentate, and ſo able to do them good; 
and one, for whoſe Glory it is to grant 
my Requeſts; I may with comſort con- 
clude, That this Almighty, moſt Merci- 
ful and everlaſting Father, will hear, and 
do for me, though not always according 
to my Wiſh and Deſire, yet always as he 
hall ſee moſt convenient for me. 


Amen. 


With this I am told the ons uſed to 
cloſe all their Prayers; and that the Chri- 
ſtian Church enjoined the People in their 
Liturgies, to conclude all their Prayers 
with this alſo. And it was thought of 
ſo great importance, that it was called 
the Seal of Prayer. And by my hearty 

and zealous faying Amen to what is pray- 
ed for, I expreſs | 
. My faithful aſſurance and reliance up- 
on God, that he will hear me as he haspro- 
mis d: Call upon meinthe day of trouble, and I 
will hear thee : Ask, and ye ſhall have. | 
I expreſs by my ſaying [Amen] with 
the Congregation, that I agree with 
them, and that we all do preſent but 
one common Vote; that with one Fea 
;-- 
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and one Voice we all petition God. And 

I have this to encourage me in this Har- 

mony and Conſent, That if God will 

grant the Requeſts of Two or Three ga- 

ther'd together in his Name, he will 

much more lend his Ear to a, pious Mul- 
titude, to a whole Congregation. 

3. My humble and zealous ſaying 

Amen, doth teſtiſie my Attention to the 

Prayers: That I am not aſleep, or have 

my Thoughts wandring. And indeed 

one way to keep out drowtſineſs and di- 

ſtracted, idle and impertinent Thoughts 

at the hearing of Prayers, is the Conſi- 

deration that at the end thereof I am to 

ſay Amen; that is, 1 am, as it were, to 

| fer my-Scal ro what has been prayed for, 

and that by ſo doing I challenge a ſhare 

therein. And indeed if I neglect this, I 

| can ſcarce expect any part or intereſt in 

, the Prayers that are made. 12 1 

To conclude, In this Word | Amen] all 

the Prayer is ſummd up and abridged; 


. and it was, as 1 have been taught, of 
q ſuch ſingular importance with the Prim. , 


[ tive Chriſtians, that they ſpoke it with: 
ſo great Zeal, as that he who heard their 
Voice, would have thought it had been 
a roaring Sea, or under; which thould, 
Fi awaken my Drowtinels, and move me 
with Vigour and Warmth, to declare my 
© C.4, fervent 
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fervent Deſires to have thoſe Prayers heard 


ot God, to which I ſay ſuch an earneſt, 
hearty, humble, and zealous, Amen. 


The Doctrine of the Sacraments. 


In the Creed I have been taught, That 
God by his Son hath redeemed me and 
all Mankind; and in the Doctrine of the 
Sacraments __ makes the laſt part of 
my Catcchitm) I have been taught, how 
that by them God doth exhibit and feal 
unto Believers, that Redemption which 
Chriſt purchaſed for them. 

And as to the Number of theſe Sacra- 
ments, 1 have learned rhey are but Two, 
and only Two; namely, Baptiſm, and 
the Lerd's Supper. And I am convinced, 
that all Men ought to receive theſe Two, 
who defire to beſaved: Which I do not 
fo underſtand, as if God could not fave 
without them ; but that they are the in- 
ſtrumental Means, and ordinary Seals, by 
which Godhath promiſed to convey and 
aſſure Chriſt's Merits ro me, and com- 
manded me this way to receive them ; 
ſo that wilfully ro neglect, or to want 
the Sacraments when they may be had, 
is to caſt aſide God's Ordinance, which 
every Chriſtian is bound to obey. And 
as I have been taught, ſo I look upon the 


Sacraments, as the conditional Means 
which 
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which God requires to be obſerved of 
them unto whom he imparts his Grace: 
Not as if this Grace, whereof a Worthy 
Receiver partakes, were a natural, or 
ſupernatural Quality in the Sacrament ; 
but that it is from God Himſelf, which 
is the Author of the Sacrament; ſo that 
Grace is received from God by means af 
the Sacraments. | 
And this I have learned not only from 
you who are our Pariſh-Divine, but al- 
ſo from Mr, Hooker, whole Judgment I 
have heard much praifed by many of 
our beſt Clergy. This (faith he) is the 
Neceſſity of Sacraments: That ſaving 


Grace, which Chriſt originally is, or 


hath for the general Good of his whole 


Church, by Sacraments he ſeverally de- 


rives into every Member thereof. Sacra- 
ments ſerve as the Inſtrument of God 


to that End and Purpoſe. Moral Inſtra= # = 


ments, the Uſe whereof is in our Handg 
the Effect in his: For the Uſe. we have 
his expreſs Commandment; for the Ef- 
fett his conditional Peomiſe: So that 
without our Obedience to the one, there 
is no apparent aſſurance of the other: 
As contrariwiſe, where the Signs and Sa- 
craments of his Grace, are not either 
through Contempt unreceiv'd, or not re- 
ceiv'd with Contempt; we are not to 
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doubt but they really give what they pro- 
miſe, and are what they ſignifie. 

I fully acquieſce (as to this Point) in 
the Judgment of this Conſiderable Au- 
thor. The Sacraments of the Chriſtian 
Church, are, as I ſaid, Two; namely, 
Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper. By 
Baptiſm I have my Admiſſion and En- 
rrance into the Church; and it is the 
Waſhing of Regeneration, by which I 
am new- born: And by the Lord's Sup- 

er, (to which I now earneſtly defire to 
e admitted) I believe I ſhall be nouriſh- 
ed, preſerved, and grow up in Chriſt. 
And theſe Two Sacraments I am ſure 
were of Chriſt's own appointment. And 
ſeeing that by the one I am entred into 
the Chriſtian Profeſſion, and bythe other 

I am. therein ſtrengrhned and made per- 
fect; I ſee no need of any more. 

And not to trouble my ſelf with the ſe- 
cular uſe of the Word Sacrament, it ſerves 
my turn to underſtang it in the Senſe of 


the Church; which tells me it is an out- q 
ward and viſible Sign, of an inward and I; 
ſpiritual Grace, Ordained by Chriſt him- A 
- ſelf, and a Means whereby we receive the b 
i fame Grace, and a Pledge to aſſure us. al 


thereof. Now this Deſcription of a Sa- H. 

crament, I have been often told, is the 5 

uncaſieſt Point in all my Catechiſm: 2 an 
W 
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will therefore, in order to be better in- 
form'd, fer down my Senſe of this De- 
{cription. | 
And firſt, by an Outward and Viſible - 
Sign, I underſtand that which preſents it 
ſelf to my Eye, and repreſents ſomewhat: 
elſe to my Underſtanding. As for ex- 
ample, in Baptiſm the Outward and Viſible. 
Sign is Water, wherein the Perſon is dip- 
ed or ſprinkled. And the inward and 
piritual Grace which is thereby ſignified, 
is a Death unto Sin, and a New-birth un- 
to Righteouſneſs, both which by the. 
means of Baptiſm, are conveyed. to the 
Baptized. | | py 
I have heard you, Catechizing upon 
this Point, declare, That it was the an» 
client manner of Baptiſm, to put the. 
Perſon baptized under Water, and: then 
to take him out again; and that this was 
done to ſigniſie his dying unto Sin, and 
riſing again to Newneſs of Life. X' 
I.!he firſt declaring the weakning, the 
deading, and putting af of Sin: The 
latter ſhewed the performance of thoſe 
Actions of Men, who being quickned 
by the Spirit, endeavour to ſerve God 
all their Days in Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs. SP ale. ot 
And in the Lord's Supper there is alſo 
an Outward and Viſible Sigg, me 
Brea 
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Bread and Wine, and an inward Part or. 
Thing fignified, to wit, the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, which are ſpiritually 
received by all worthy Communicants, 
and which being ſo received, their 
Souls. are ſtrengthned and refreſhed ; 
and the ſame effect is wrought in the In- 
ner Man, by the Holy Myſteries which 
is in the Outward by thefe Elements. 
And as ſtrength is from Bread, and 
cheerfulnefs from Wine ; ſo I hope, and 
expect, that when I am admitted to the 
Lord's Supper, my Heart will be eftabhſh- 
ed by Grace, and my Soul ſtrengthned, 
and my Conſcience made cheartul and 
light with the Bleſſings and Benefits that 
the Sacrament will exhibit, feal, and con- 
vey unto me ; ſtill ſuppoſing that I am 
in ſome competent meaſure fit to com- 
municate. And in order to be fo, I have 
learned from my Catechiſm, that theſe 
following Duties are required of me; 
namely, Self. Examination, Repentance, 
Faith, Thankfulnefs, and Charity. 

And for my aſſiſtance in the Know- 
ledge and Examination of theſe Graces, 
I have choſen The Introduction to the Sacra- 
ment, written by Dr. Addiſon, Dean of 
f ' Litchfield, on purpoſe for ſuch Capacities 
! as my own : And if after this familiar ac- 


Fount of my Knowledge in Religion, 


| 2. you 


* 


* 
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you (to whom I commit the Care of my 
Soul) ſhall judge me competent to be ad- 
mitted to the Lord's Table, I ſhall eſteem 
my Condition happy, as being perſuaded 
that I have no other means to repair my 
Vow of Baptiſm, which by numerous 
ways I have broken, and to renew. the 
Covenant I made with God when I was 
Chriſten'd; and to be reſtor'd to all the 
Benefits of Baptiſm, forfeited by the Sins 
I have committed ſince I was baptized ; 
I ſay, I am perſuaded that I cannot ob- 
tain theſe things by any other Appojnted 


means, but by a due receiving the holy 
Communion. 
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THE 

Young Perſon's Devotions, 


| Upon his firſt Admiſſion | 
Fo THE. 


LORD's TABLE, 


Expoſtulation. 
IL I thouthen, O God, vouch- 
ſafe me to partake of that 
which m aul has ſo long 
d hirſted after! Shall I this Day 
be admitted a Gueſt at that Divine Ban- 
quet, from which my own Unworthi-- 
neſs ought for ever to exclude me! Wilt 
thou be ſo gracious to a miſerable Sinner, 
as to accept of a renewing of the Cove- 
nant I made in Baptiſm, after that by 
numerous ways I have violated and bro- 
ken it! Then, Lord, I will not abſent my 
ſelf, but draw near, hoping to be founc 
in the number of thole whom thou do 
invite 


ene gegr., woo. 
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invite, even of thoſe who truly and ear- 
neſtly repent of their Sins, who are in 
Love and Charity with their Neighbours ;, 
who intend to lead a new Life, to follow 
thy Commandments, and to walk from 
henceforth in thy Holy Ways. For upon 
theſe, and no Terms elſe, do I come to 
the Holy Sacrament, which yet 1 dare 
not receive, till with all Humility of Soul 
and Body, I have proſtrated my ſelf, and 


4 
- 


* 


o 


made Confeffion of my Sins. 1 
The Confeſſion. 


X Lmighty God, Father of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Maker of all Things, 
Judge of all Men; I acknowledge and 
bewail my manifold Sins and Wieked- 
neſs, which I from time to time moſt 
grievoully have committed by Thought, 
Word, and Deed, againſt thy Divine Ma- 
jeſty, provoking moſt al; thy Wrath 
and Indignation againſt me; I do. ear- 
neſtly repent, and am heartily ſorry for 
theſe my Miſdoings; the remembrance 
of them is grievous to me; the burden of 
them is intolerable. Have mercy upon 
| me, have mercy upon me, moſt merciful. 
Father; ſor thy Son, our Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt's ſake, forgive me all that is paſt, 
and grant that I may ever hereafter ſerve 
and pleaſe thee in Newnels of Life, to the 


Honour 
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Honour and Glory of thy Name, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. | 


Prayer for Pardon. 


Orgive me, O Lord, whatſoever I 
have tranſgreſs'd againft thee, from 
the time of my Baptiſm, even to this ve- 
ry Moment, whether againſt Knowledge, 
or through Ignorance, at home or a- 
broad, ſleeping or waking, in Thoughts, 
Words, or Deeds: Whether occaſion'd 
through the fiery Darts of my Ghoſtly 
Enemy, or by the unclean Defires of my 
own Heart; have mercy upon me, and 
grant me pardon through Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen. = 
Remember not the Sins of my Youth, 
nor my Tranſgreſſions: According to 
thy Mercy remember me, for thy Good+ 
neſs ſake, O Lord. 
Lord, the Sins of thefe my younger 
Days are many, the Breaches innume- 
rable, wherewith I have ignorantly or 
fooliſhly, for want of Knowledge or Con- 
fideration, offended againſt thee : Lay 
them not, I beſeech thee, to my Charge, 
but of thy own free Mercy and Compaſ- 
fion to a wretched Sinner, be thou pleaſ- 
ed to be reconciled unto me, and ſeal the 
fame to my Soul by this blefled Sacra- 


ment. 


For 
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For thy Name's fake, O Lord, pardon my 
Iniquity, for it is great. 

I have many ways greatly ſinned againſt 
thee, and have no ground of hope for 
Mercy, but only from thy free abundant ' 
Pardon, which I knowexceedeth my Sins, 
and for which I am the more abundantly 
qualify'd, by how much my State 15 more 
truly miſerable. On the account therefore 
of thy free Fardon to the greateſt Sinners, 
ſo they be truly penitent, I beſeech thee to 
be reconciled unto me, who this Day un- 
teignedly repent, and turn to thee. 


For purifying the Heart. 


A Lmighty God, unto whom all Hearts 
A be open, all Deſires known, and 
from whom no Secrets are hid ; cleanſe: 
the Thoughts of my Heart by the Inſpira- 
tion of thy Holy Spirit, that 1 may ſin- 
cerely love thee, and worthily magnify 
thy holy Name, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. | | 

O Lord, give me Grace this Day to re- 
ceive the bleſſed Body and Blood of thy 
Son, my moſt bleſſed Saviour, into a clean, 
charitable, and thankful Heart, that it may 
perfectly cleanſe me from all Dregs of Sin; 
that being made clean, it may nouriſh 
me in Faith, Hope, Charity, and Obe- 
dience, with all other Fruits of ſpiritual 
life 
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life and growth in thee: That in all the 
future courſe of my Life, I may ſhew my 

ſelf ſuch an engrafted Member into the 4. 
Body of thy Son, that I may never be 
drawn to do any thing that may diſho- 
nour his Name. Grant this, O Lord, I be- 
feech thee, even for his Merit and Mercy 
fake. Amen. 


For Self-Examination. 


X Lmighty God, and moſt merciful 

Father, give me, I beſeech thee, 
that Grace, that I may duly examine the 
inmoſt of my Heart, and my moſt ſecret 
Thoughts, that I may know how I ſtand a: 
before thee. Lord, I confeſs all my Sins, a 
and my unworthineſs to preſent my ſelf p. 
at thine Altar. But thou, and thou only tt 
canſt forgive Sin, and give true Repen- 1. 
tance; do both, moſt gracious Father, and 7 
then behold I am clean to come unto thee. ſu 
Lord, make me a worthy Receiver of that m 
for which I come, even Chriſt, and For- 
giveneſs of Sin in Chriſt; and that for his 
own Mercy ſake and thine. Amen. 


For belief of Chriſt” s Preſence, without diſpu- 


ting the manner. 


( ) Lord God, hear my Prayers; and || re 
while others diſpute, grant that 1 Be 

may ſtedfaſtly believe; behold I quarrel ten 
| not 
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not with the Words of thy Son my Sa- 
viour' s bleſſed Inſtitution : I know his 
Words are no grofs unnatural Conceit, 
but they are Spirit and Life, and ſuper- 
natural. He hath promiſed me, if I come 
worthily, that I ſhall receive his moſt 
precious Body and Blood, with all the 
Benefits of Paſſion, without amuſing my 
{elf then about the manner of receiving 
him. Lord, make me able, make me 
worthy to receive him; for grant me 
this Favour, and I know I can no more 
die eternally, than his Body and Blood 
can again die and be ſhed. Lord, ſo waſh 
and cleanſe my Soul, that I may now and 
at all times elſe come prepared by hearty 
Prayers and Devotion, and be made wor- 
thy by the Grace of this bleſſed Sacra- 
ment, the Pledge and Earneſt of eternal 
Life, in the Merits of the ſame Holy Je- 
ſus, who gave his Body and Blood for 
me. Amen. [ 


Immediately before the ſight of the Bread. 


Lord God, how I receive the Body 

and Blood of my moſt bleſſed Sa- 

viour the Price of my Redemption, is the 
very Wonder of my Soul: Yet that I do 
receive them, is my firm and conſtant 
Belief. Ar this time they are graciouſly 
tender'd to me and my Faith: Lord, make 
me 
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me a worthy Receiver, and be it unto me 
according to my Saviour's Word. Amen. 


.- Looking upon the Bread and Wine, ſay, 4 


Thou that ſitteſt on high with the 
Father, and art here inviſibly pre- 
ſent wich us; come and ſanctiſie theſe thy 
Creatures of Bread and Wine, and tlioſe by 
whom they are to be received. Amen. 


As the Bread is ey... fo you, ſay. 


ET thy Body, I beſeech thee, O Lord 
Jeſu Chriſt, which was given for me, 
preſerve my Body and Soul unto everlaſt- 
ing Life; and grant that I may take and 
eat in remembrance that thou haſt died 
for me, and feed on thee in my Heart by 
Faith and Thanksgiving, Amen. 
| As the Wine is brought, ſay, 


12 thy Blood, I befeech thee, O 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was ſhed 
for me, preſerve my Body and Soul unto 
everlaſting Life; and grant I may drink 
this in remembrance thy Blood was ſhed 
for me, and be thankful. Amen. 
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To the Right Worſhipfal 
ROB. HYD E, Eſq 43 
My Truly Worthy, and much 
Honoured Patron, 


l 


— 


HE following Papers were 
. at firft only deſigned for the 

ep and Service of my own. 
PFariſhioners, (your Tenants; ) 
| and being 4 to expoſe 

them to Publick Cenſure, + 
needed not deliberateto whom 
they were due; nor did any Thought interpoſe 
buf this this one, That they were not worth 
your Eye or Owning. However, 1 conceived 
they might ſerve as a Witneſs of my dee 
Apprebenſion of your Generous and Friend y 
Patronage. A En 

And therefore, with all heartineſs and 
heighth of Gratiude, I put theſe Papers into 
your hands, hoping that when you read them 
over, you may meet with ſomething beſides 
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Epiſtle Dedicatory. Ft 
my Frailties, even thoſe Trurhs which Witt 
make you for ever happy. . 
And now, Sir, being no "great Friend 
to the common Vahity of Letters Dedicatory, 
pardon me, that for making Court to you, 


1 humbly apply my ſelf to your: gracious 
Maker, That you may enjoy Health "and 


Proſperity, and be long, long bappy in 


the inviolable Affection of that Honourable 


| Lady, your truly Noble and Ppious Conſort 5 


and that the God of Bleſſmgs may daily bleſs 
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TOTRHE 


Sacrament. 


are to diſchatge, when 
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RIFE Eing in your behalf to en 


"0 quire into the Duties you” _ 
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you come to the Holy Sa- 
crament ; before I de- 


N 
ſcend to a diſtinct handling thereof, give * 
me leave firſt to mind you of the End of 8 


your coming thither; which I take to be 


none other, than chiefly to renew. the 
Covenant you made with Godin Baptiſm; 
who is pleaſed in great mercy to admit 
you to the Lord's Table, in order to repair 
your Vow of Baptiſm, after that by nu- 
merous ways you have broken it. And 
when it ſhall be your Care worthily to 
Communicate, God will vouchſaſe grac i- 
oully io accept you, and in the Lord's 
Suppet 
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Supper to reſtore you to all the forfeited 
Bencfits of your Baptiſm. 


II. Seeing then that the renewing of 
your Covenant is the great Buſineſs of your 


coming to the Blifſed Communicn, it is 
highly reaſonable that yon have -a full 
and clear underſtanding of the nature 
of that Covenant which you are to renew. 
And in order hereunto, you are to know 
in general, That the Covenant to be re- 
newed by you, is that into which you en- 
ter'd at Baptiſm: Where the Covenant 
God at firſt made with Mankind (which 
is the Foundation of all Chriſtianity ) is 
applied to every particular Perſon, who 
at Baptiſm ſolemnly give up their Names 


unto Chriſt, and enter upon the Pro feſ- 


ſion of his moſt holy Religion. And to 
the end you may more clearly compre- 
hend this important Truth, it is conve- 
nient that you a little reflect upon that 
double Covenant God made with Adam, 
as he was not only the Parriarch, but Re- 
preſentative of all Mankind. 

III. Where you may find that the firſt 
Covenant was made with Adam, imme- 
diately upon his Creation, when he was 
in his flouriſhing Integrity, and endued not 
barely with a perfect Knewledge of his 
Duty, but with a ſufficient Power of per- 
forming it. When Adam (I fay) was in 
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a moſt excellent State and Condition, God 
made an Agreement with him to this 
purpoſe ; viz. That if he took care to 
continue in Obedience to his Maker, 
then his Knowledge and Strength ſhould re- 
main; and after a long and pleaſant Life 
upon Earth, at laſt he ſnould either put 
off his Body, or have it, together with 
his Soul, taken up into Heaven; and 
therein both be happy and glorious to all 
Eternity: But if he difobeyed, and fo 
broke this Covenant, he was to loſe the 
perfect Knowledge of his Duty, and his 
Strength of perfectly dilcharging it; and 
was alſo to be ſubject ta temporal Death, 
which is a ſeparation of the Soul from 
the Body; or a time; and to death eter- 
nal, which is a Baniſhment from God's 
gracious Preſence for ever. And as up- 
on his breach of Covenant Adam was tim 
able ro the firſt ſort of Death, and in the 
appointed time ſuffered it; fo had he like- 
wiſe undergone the ſecond kind of Death, 
if God in his unſpeakable Mercy had 
not come to new Agreement with him. 
Now all that you need to know concer- 
ning the firſt Covenant, is, (1.) That 
the Condition thereof was wonderful 
caſie for Adam to have obſerved, ſce- 
ing no more was required of him than an 
abſtinence from one Tree only in the 
| Dr25% Gare 


m, 
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Garden where God had placed him; 
which reſtraint could not be grievous, 
ſecing he was allowed a freedom of all 
the reſt. (2) That Adam, at his Wife's 
inſtigation, eat of the forbidden Tree, 
and by eating thereof, broke the firſt 
Covenant; the effects whereof were no 
milder than the laſs both of the Know- 
ledge and Ability of doing what God 
required of him: For immediately upon 
his tranſgreſſing God's Commandment, 
the Light that was in Adam became dim, 
and his Strength (like Sampſon's upon the 
cutting off his Locks) was extreamly 
weakned; ſo that he became ſo feeble 
and defective, and miſerably crippled 
both in his Underſtanding and Will, that 
he could neither clearly diſcern, nor ex- 


Ackly execute his Duty. (z.) You are to 


know, That all Men being in the Loins 
of Adam, were infected with his Sin, and 
like him, became deſtitute of a right un- 
derſtanding of their Duty, and Ability to 
diſcharge it; backward to Good, and 
. prone to Evil: Humane Nature upon A- 
dam's Fall became like a ſick Stomach, which 
doth net only loath what is wholſome, but luſt 
after that which is quite atherwiſe. 

IV. But when Adam by Diſobedience 
had forfeited the Benefits of the fit, God 


was pleaſed to make him a ſecond Cove- 
nant, 
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nant, and therein to accept of another, to 
ay the Debts, and perform the Duties in 
bis ſtead, for which he had made him- 
ſelf altogetker unable and inſolvent. And 
this is that Covenant which only now 
concerns you, and which at the Com- 
munion you are to renew, and whereof 
you ought to have a full and clear under- 
ſtanding : For it would found very oddly 
for a Man to pretend a moſt ſolemn re- 
newing af he knows not what ! _; 
V. Now in tracing out the nature of 

this Covenant, you will find it was made 
with all Mankind in Adam, immediately 
upon his Fall: I ſay, Immediately upon his 
Fall ; for conſidering the great Love God 
ever bore Man, you may. imagine he 
would not ſuffer our Great Parent. to lie 
long under the. tortaring Reflections and 
belliſh-Pains, with which his Conſcience 
was loaded by the Confideration of his 
Sin, and which have ever been found to 
be the moſt. natural effects of doing vi- 
ciouſly; but that he preſently relieved 
his afflicted Mind, by entring into a gra- 
cious Compact with him, and ſhewing | 
him how he and his Off-ſpring were to 
be ſaved from that Deſtruction he had _ : 

brought upon both. And the firſt xeve-... 
lation of this Covenant is met with in 
Gen. 3. 15. Which with greater plainneſs 
D 3 | REA 
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is repeated Gen. 22. 17, 18. compared with 
Gen. 12. 3. and Gen. 18. 18. The Con- 
rents of which Texts, the Son of Siracd , WM . 
calls the Bleſſing of all Men and the Co- 
venant, Eccleſiaſticus 44. 22. 
VI. And ſeeing, as Tins been ſaid, That 
the great Buſineſs of yonr coming to the Lords 

Table, is to renew the Covenant of your Bap- 
tiſm, which you have broken; (which 
Covenant of Baptiſm is no other than 

the ſecond Covenant made with Man- 
kind in general, applied to you in par- 
ticular) you are to underſtand, That a 
Covenant (as we now conſider it) is 4 
mutual Agreement betwixt God and Man, 
con ſiſting of Mercies on God's part made over 
10 Man, and of Duties (or Conditions) on 
Man part required by God. So that it is ne- 
ceſſary for you to know, S: © 

1. What the Mercies are, which on 
God's part are made over to Man. 

2. What the Conditions are, ' which 
on Man's part are required by God. 

VII. And frft, as ro the Mercies which 
on God's part are made over to Man in 
The ſecond Covenant, the ſum thereof is 

the Seed of the Woman, Or the ſending 
Chriſt to take upon him the Nature .of Man, 
and to be as a Second Adam to ſupply what 
was wanting in the Firſt, and to perform that 
ſinleſs Obedience which was the Condition a 
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the firſt Covenant; he being both in Birth 
and Converſation abſolutely innocent. And 
though the thus ſending of Chriſt (the 
Second Perſon of the ineftable Trinity) be 
the abridgement of all the Mercies of the 
Second Covenant; yet under this Title 
many Benefits are contain'd. For you are 
not to imagine that the Son of God came 
only to gaze upon the Miſeries, and to 
condole the Wretchetneſs of that Nature 
he had taken, or to pals by «s as the Prieſt 
and Levite did the wounded Traveller: Bur 
with the good Samaritan, he bound up 
our Sores, and provided us of all tho 


means of recovery whereof we were ut= AY 


terly deſtitute, and put us in a right way 
of being and continuing healthy. And 
this he did. e 

VIII. Fir, By making known unto 
you, and as many as believe on him, the 
whole Will of God; aſſuring all ſuch as 
fail not to do it, that they ſhall meet 
with a moſt gracious Acceptance, and boun- 
tiful Reward. During the time of Chriſt's 
troubleſome Pilgrimage upon Earth, you 
know it was one chief part of hisEmploja 
ment to give ſuch Commands and Counſels,.. 
as by their own inward Goodneſs were 
{ufficient to approve themſelves to Man's 
rational Nature. His Doctrine were no 
Veil, nor was it wrapt up in Types and 
. D 4 Shadows; 
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Shadows; but both in irs Perſpecuity and 
Fuſtice, Chriſt ſhew'd himſelf to be the 
Son of Righteouſneſs, Mal. 4. 2. He would 
not ſuffer his Goſpel, like Moſess Law, 
to conſiſt in Carnal, but Spiritual Obſer- 
vances ; not in cleanſing the Pollutions of 
the Body, but in purifying the Affections 
of the Soul. And by giving a Law proper 
to this end, he proved himſelf to be a 
true Prophet, whoſe Work is not only to 
foretell what ſhall be hereafter (though in 
this ſtricteſt ſence of the Word, Chriſt 
was ſo far forth a Prophet as was needful 
for his Church) but ro inſtruct what 
Men are to do; to expound, fignife, and 
make knownthe Mind and good Pleaſure 
of God. And this he did in his Sermons, 
eſpecially in that on the Mount; wherein 
he hath ſhewn upon what Terms eternal 
Bleſſedneſs is ro be had under the Goſpel. 
He alſo revealed ſome. Commands of God, 
which. were not before ſo expreſly re- 
vealed ; and expounding ſuch as were ſo 
obſcurely revealed in the Old Teſtament, 
that Men thought not themſelves fully 
obliged to obey them. | 
IX. And as a Prophet too, or ſovercign 
Inſticutor of the Church, Chriſt appoin- 
ted Ceremonies and. Diſcipline, or Sacra- 
ments and Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures: All 


which he delivered either in Parables, or 
| Plain 
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plain Propoſitions. To which you are ro 
give a willing and full Aſſent, a cheerfa] 
and ready Obedience; not deſpiling or 
neglecting the uſe of whatever he. hath 
thought fit ro preſcribe. And if you cannot 
at firſt ſight ſo clearly comprehend ſome 
Myſteries of the Goſpel, your Reaſon 
(which in ir ſelf is proud and carnal) 
mult be ſubject to Faith, which can eaſi- 
ly wade through thoſe Depths, which to 
Reaſon are unpaſſable. Above all, give 
diligent attention to Chriſt as your great 
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Prophet, being ready and deſirous to be 
duly inform'd of that Mill of Gad which 


he came to reveal. 


X. And asthefirſt Mercy of the ſecond 


Covenant was to have Chriſt to be a Pro- 


phet in the ſence now mentioned; ſo 


another Benefit thereof was to have him 
to be your Prieſt... You meet in Scripture 
with two Orders of Prieſthood, viz. one 
of Aaron, and. another of Melchi/edeck. 
The Office of the Aaronical Prieſthood 
conſiſted chiefly in Sacrificing, not Ex- 
cluding - Bleſſing of the Peo- 


ple. But the Office of the Gen.14.18. . 


Melchiſedechian Prieſthhood, - 

was principally to Ble{s; not denying 
but that it had alſo a liberty to Sacrifice, 
Chriſt was a Prieſt according to bath 


theſe Orders. | 
| D 5 XI. And 
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XI. And Firft, he was a Prieſt accor- 
ding to the Order of Aaron; by virtue 
whereof, he offer'd up himſelf upon the 
Croſs; and by that Sacrifice of Himſelf 
once offered, he compleated the whole 
Mork of Satisfaction for Sin, and put an 
end to all the old legal Sacrifices; (which 
had indeed an Eye to this Satisfaction, 
but were not able to accompliſh it,) To 
fatishe God for our Sins, not only that 
one of Adam, but all the Sins of all Man- 
Rind that truly repent and amend; and 
by this means to obtain for Man Forgive- 
neſs of Sins, the Favour of God, and Re- 
demption from Hell and eternal Dammation ; 
which was the Puniſhment due to Sin. 
And all this he did by his Death. So that 
it you truly and heartily repent of, and 
Forſake your Sins, you ſhall receive the 
Benefits of that Sacrifice of Chriſt, which 
he offer'd as a Prieſt; and your Sins, 
though never ſo many and heinous, ſhall 
be forgiven you, and yow ſhall be ſaved 
from thoſe everlaſting Puniſhments which 
are due for them. 

XII. Secondly, Chriſt is a Prieſt accor- 
ding to the Order of AMelchiſedeck ; and 
though he did not enter upon this till af- 

ter he was riſen from the dead, yet it ſhall 

not end until the Conſummaticn of all 

things, His Aaronical Prieſthood m__ 
| | * 


to the Sacrament, 75 


with himſelf upon the Croſs; but he re- 
mains a Prieſt for ever, after the Order 
of Melchiſedeck. And as the Office of 
this Prieſthood conſiſted in Bleſſing and 
Praying for the People, (as you may col- 
lect from Gen. 14. 18) it belongs alſo un- 


to Chriſt, God having ſent him to 


bleſs you, as St. Peter (peaks, A&s 3. 26. 


And the following Words declare, that 


this Bleſſing conſiſts in turning every one 


from his Iniquity. And thoſe excellent 


means uſed by Chriſt for this end (which 
ought to be reckon'd for the greateſt 


Blellings)-are (1.) A Succeſſion of Prieſts,” 


(an Holy Order of Men) whom he con- 
tinually employs by their Miniſtry, to 
work in Men's Hearts a ſincere Obedience 


to the Goſpel. (z:) A giving to all humble 


Chriſtians ſtrength to enable them to 


* 
Fl 


overcome Sin. ( 3,) His intercedeing 


with God for his Servants, that they may 


continue in well-doing. And as he did 


this laſt while he was upon Earth, pray- 


ing that his Diſciples Faith might not © 


fail; ſo he ſtill purſues the ſame Office of 
praying for the Chirch, now that he is 


aſcended ap into Heaven, where, fitting 


at the Right hand of God, he makes re- 
queſt for us, Rom. 8. 34 And K is your 
Duty, as a Chriſtian, ro comply with 


Chriſt herein, and to be willing to be 
+». ns 
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thus bleſſed by him, in being turned from 
your Sins: And not to reſiſt his Prayers 
and Interceſſions, not to render all his +} - 
Hhleſſings, the means of Repentance, void 
F and fruitleſs, by your wilful continu- 
ance in Iniquity, But when you ſhall 
uſe theſe-Blefſings to the end they are de- 
ſigned by your Saviour, and ſhall ceaſe to 
do evil, and learn to db good, not expect- 
ing Forgiveneſs, or Salvation, upon other 
Terms than Chriſt has propounded them; 
when you ſhall be careful to run diligent- 
ly the Race Jeſus has ſet before you; 
then may you expect to receive the 
Prize, even a Crown that fades not, which 
| God the righteous Judge ſhall ſer upon 
your Temples; not for your own, but 
the Merits of your High-Prieſt ; who ac- 
cording to the Order of Aaron, offer d bim- 
elf a Sacrifice; and according to the 
Order of Melchiſedeck, bleſſes and prays 
for you- 

XIII. And as the ſceond Mercy of 
the ſecond Covenant is, thus to have 
Chriſt for your Prieſt ; ſo the third is, to 

have him for your King. And he exer- 
ciſeth this Swpream Office, by reigning in 
your Heart by his Holy Spirit, (if you 
do not reſiſt and quench it) which gives 
you ſtrength to overcome Temptati- 


ons to ſin; and enables you to do 2 
Go 
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God requires of you. And that you 
might have no pretence to refuſe the 
Kingly Government of Chriſt, as too 
heavy and difficult, he has made bis 
Yoke eaſie, and Burden light; having 
taken off from the hardneſs of the Law 
firſt given to Adam, and inſtead of that 
nlef, Obedience, r the never commit- 
ting the leaſt Sin upon pain af death 
(which was required of him) he now 
looks for no more than your honeſt and 


hearty endeavour to do what you are 
able, and accepts of ſincere Repentance. 


where you fail or miſcarry. And it be- 
ing the gracious Nature of Chriſt's King- 
ly Office thus to govern and rule ou, 
and to ſubdue your Enemies, it would be 
ſomething worſe, if poſſible, than Diſn- 
genuity and Ingratitude, to diſobey and 
hold out any difloyal Paſſion or Rebel- 
Luſt againſt him; not to vow and pay 
unto him perfect Loyalty and entire AE 
legiance, not to entruſt him with your 
Protection; not to have Peace or War 
with any but his Friends and Enemies; 
not to pay him your Homage and Reve- 
rence; not to give him a Fribute of your 
Subſtance, by relieving his neceſſitous 
Members, &c. Now to keep you from 
flattering in theſe particulars, and to ob- 
lige you to a cheerful diſcharge thereof, 

0 Chriſt, 


"1 j 
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Chriſt, as your King, hath promiſed, and 
will not fail, to prefer you in his Cœ- 
leſtial Court to an eternal weight of Glo- 
ry, and to make you Co-heir with him- 
ſelf of that Kingdom of Heaven, which 
he went to take poſſeſſion of at his Aſ- 
cenſion, and which he will give to all 
who by their impenitent continuance in 
Iniquity, make not themſelves unfit to 
receive it. Your Duty herein is, to be 
exceeding careful not to forfeit your 
ſhare in that Kingdom which Chriſt has 
purchaſed for all that faithfully obey him; 
which certainly you do, if you continue 
impenitent in any Sin. | 

XIV. And when you have thus plain- 
E the Mercies which in the 
econd Covenant are on God's part made 
over to Man, you are next to conſider 
what thoſe Conditions are, which on 


Man's part are required by God ; and 


which you are to obſerve, if ever you 
hope to be partaker of the Benefits of the 
fecond Covenant. And theſe you will 
find to be not (t.) a perfect, abſolute, ex- 
act Obedience, ſo as never to offend in 
any kind; this was the Condition of the 
firſt Covenant. Nor, (2.) never to have 
formerly committed any deliberate Sin. 
Nor, (3.) never to have gone on in any 
habitual or cuſtomary Sin for the time 


paſt 3 
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paſt; though this be moſt heinous and 
provoking, and may juſtly throw you in- 
to the fearful apprehenſion of the Divine 
Diſpleaſure : But it is the New Creature, 
or a renewed, ſincere, honeſt, faithful O- 
bedience to the whole Goſpel; giving 
up the whole Heart unto Chriſt; the 
ready performing of that which God 
enables you to perform, and bewailing 
your Frailties, and cordially ſorrowing 
for the Iniquity both of your paſt and 
preſent Life, and beſeeching God's par- 
don in Chriſt for all that you have done 
amiſs; ſincerely labouring to mortifie, 
every Sin, and perform uniform Obedi- 
ence unto God; and from every fall ri- 
ſing again by Repentance and Reforma- 
tion. In ſhort, the Condition required 
to make you capable of the Benefits of 
the ſecond Covenant, is firſt by Faith to 
accept of Chriſt as your Prieſt to Save, 
your Prophet to Teach, and your King to 
Rule you: Next, to have all thoſe Graces, 
Faith, Hope, Charity, Self-denial, Repen- 
tance, &c. (mention'd in the Golpel) 
united, and truly and ſincerely rooted in 
your Heart; though mixed with much 
weakneſs and imperfection, and perha 

with many Sins; which if not wilfully 
and impenitently lived and died in, can. 
not debar you of the Benefits of the ſe- 


cond 
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cond Covenant. But if you negle& theſe 
things; your Condition will be worſe 
than if no ſecond Covenant: Had been 
made: For you ſhall then be to anſwer, 
not for the Breach of the Law only, bur 
for the abuſe of Mercy; which is of all 
Sins the moſt provoking. 

XV. Now it your guilty Mind tells 
you, that you have broken theſe Con- 
ditions, and therefore forfeited the Mer- 
cies of the ſecond Covenant; they know, 
that it cannot be renewed but by a wor- 
thy . receiving of the Sacrament ; and 
worthily you cannot receive it, till you 
repent of your Sins: And all thoſe things 
are to be accounted Sins and Tranſgreſit- 
ons of the Covenant, which are diſagree- 
able to your Vow of Baptiſm, in which 
the general parts of your Duty are con- 
rained; and it is a competent Rule, by 
which all your Actions ought to be mea- 
ſured. Knowing then what in Baptiſm 
you have vowed to do, by applying your 
Actions unto that Vow, you may eafil 
conclude wherein you have done amiſt 
Only take heed you deal not partially 
with your Soul, by looking upon your 
Sins in grofs; but do your utmoſt endea- 
vour to diſcover the particulars: Recall, 
as far as you can, all the Paſſages of your 


Life: Conſider all the Inſtances where- 
| | in 


in your Vow has been tranſgreſſed; as, 
wherein you have yielded to the Tempta- 
tions of Satan and the World, to gratifie 
the finful- Luſts of the Fleſh: How yon 
have failed to that holy Converſation to 
which you ſolemnly bound your ſelf 
when you promiſed to believe all the Ar- 
ticles of the Chriſtian Faith; every one 
of which- Articles is a Pledge of good 
living: And how you have wandred 
from thoſe Commandments in which 
you vow'd to walk all the days of your 
Lite; | | 
XVI. And you will find this particu 
lar ſearch of your Sins, both proper and 
neceſſary in order to their Forgiveneſs; 
which cannot be expected without con- 
felling and forſaking them. But how 
either of thoſe can be done, without: a 
diſtin knowledge of your Sins; or how 
you can diſtinctly know them, without 
this particular ſearch, I am not yet ſo 
far under the power of Fancy, as to ima» 
gine. And albeit that by no poſſible di- 
ligence you can diſcover or call to mind 
every Sin committed ſince Baptiſm ; and 
albeit too, there is no particular Confeſſi- 
on requir'd of the Sins whereof you are 
inſuperably ignorant; yet ignorance of 
your Sins will be no Plea, when it is ſu- 
pine, and occaſion d through neglect, and 
proceeds 
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roceeds from a want of a timely conſider- 


ing what you have done. 


XVII. In drawing up a Liſt of your 
Sins, take heed of ſetting down ſuch on- 
lvy as hang ſcandalouſly in the Eye of the 
World, and are ſo notorious, as that the 
Sun bears witneſs of their commiſſion: 
But you are to ſearch your Soul to the 
bottom, to rifle every corner of your 
Heart, as knowing you have to deal 
with God, whoſe Law in- nothing more 
declares its peculiar Excellency, than in 
reaching Man's Thoughts and Deſires; and 
forbidding him no leſs to covet, than to 
ſteal his Neighbours Goods; and no leſs 
to luſt after another Man's Wife, than to 
commit Adultery with her, And this 
Conſideration is Argument enough to in- 
cline you to an accurate ſearch and en- 
quiry, firſt, into all the ſeveral ſorts of 
Sins whereof you may juſtly ſuſpect your 
ſelf to be guilty; carefully looking into 
ſuch, which by reaſon of their abſtruſer 
nature, are not ſo ſoon taken notice of, 
either by your felf or others: And re- 
ſearching into the ſorts and kinds of Sins, 
vou will find them all reducible to thoſe 
of Thoughts, Speech, and Action. 


XVIII. The firſt ſort of theſe Sins, 


thoſe of Thoughts, you may learn from 
God's own Obſervation, Gen. 6. 5. —_ 
; : c 
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he ſaw that every Imagination of Man's 
Heart was only evil continually. To 
which our Saviour had reſpect (St. Matth. 


15. 19.) when he ſaid, That out of the 
Heart proceed evil Thoughts, And though 


the Jraaoyreuet there ſpoken of, may reach 
further than Reaſonings and bare Thoughts, 
even to ſome ſubſequent Actions, becauſe 
they are ſaid to come out of the Heart, 
and, Mark 7. 20. to come out of the Man; 
yet this excludes not ordinary evil Thoughts 
thereby to be fignified : For theſe are 


doubtleſs the Seeds and Beginnings of 


all thoſe wicked Contrivances, Deſigns, 
and Machinations which Men act an 
are guilty of in the World. oy 


XIX. Thoughts indeed. are of ſo va- 
niſhing and tranſient a nature, fo eafily 


eſcaping your Obſervation, and ſo apt 
to leave you ignorant how therein you 
have offended, that you have great caufe 


to be fignally diligent in their ſearch. 
Beſides, Men are apt to imagine Thoughts 
are not fo evil as indeed they are, becauſe 
Cuſtom hath taught them to ſay, "Thoughts 
are frie. Whence they vulgarly conclude, 
they may think as they pleaſe, wich- 
our offence. And had you only to do 
with Creatures ſhort-ſighted like your 
ſelf, there might be ſome ground for fo 
laying: But being to deal with God, 
- Whole 
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whoſe Law reaches your Thoughts, and 
forbids them to be wicked, you want no 
Reaſons moving you to ſearch how far 
therein you have offended; and to re- 
pent thereof ere you come to the Holy 
Table. Evil Thoughts are the more im- 
mediate Defilers of the Heart, they pol- 
lute the very Spring of all your Words 
and Actions: And till the Thoughts of 
your Hearts be cleanſed by the Inſpira- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, it will be no 
more fit to receive Chriſt in the Sacra- 
ment, than the Manger was to lodge him 
at his Birth. ; | 
XX. The ſecond. ſort of Sins you are 
to ſearch into, are thoſe of your Mord, 
which being ſpoken in earneſt, are Te- 
ſtiſications of what is in your Heart, and 
nothing elſe but your Thoughts made au- 
dible. And though the Inconſiderate 
make little account of their Words, decei- 
ving themſelves by fancying they are but 
Wind; yet ſeeing there is a Day coming, 
when all ſuch as are idle, that is, wicked, 
ſhall be accounted for by God, in beſtow- 
ing Rewards and Puniſhments upon 
Men, you. have all imaginable reaſon to 
examine how. you have ſinned in your 
Tongue. 
XXI. Among the ſeveral wayswhere- 
by your Words become ſinful, I hay 
on 
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kon up a few, leaving the reſt to your 
own Obſervation. 

XXII. And firſt, your Words are wic- 
ked, when they are filthy. All filthineſs 
is ſo abominable to God. as that he will 
not admit 1t in your very Tongue, having 
by his Apoſtle commanded you to let no 
corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouth, © Sor 29. That you avoid allun- 
clean Diſcourſe, as you would putrid and 
rotten Meats, which turn to Contagion ; 
and inſtead thereof, to uſe ſuch Lan- 

uage as is wholſome, profitable, and in- 
ructive both for your ſelf and them who 
hear you. Otherwiſe your Speech will 
be ſo noiſome, that it will drive from you 
the Holy Spirit of God, and leave you 
3 the Soul and Mark of a Chri- 
ian, | 
; XXIII. Next, Words become finful 
when they are ſcoffing and reproachful, 
tending to the villifying and diſparage- 
ment of others. To which the moſt Ho- 
ly Jeſus had reſpect, when under the abu- 
five and ſcurrilous Words of Fool and Ra- 
cha, he forbad Diviſion, Scoffing, with all 
ſuch Language as might 1mpair the Cre- 
dit; which wiſe Men generally prize 
next to Life, and often above it. And 

_ 8 when Chriſt forbad Reproach as well as 

Killing, and required of all profeſſing his 

Religion, 


I” 
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Religion, to be no leſs tender of the 
good Names, than Perſons of their Bre- 
thren, he diſplay'd the Excellency of his , NW. 
Doctrine, ſhewing how far it ſurpaſs'd 
both the Law of Moſes and the Heathen 
Theology. For though Moſes, in the Law 
to the Fews, ſtrictly commanded they 
ſhould do no Murder, and that he who did 
ſo, was to be tried for his Life by the 
Court of Twenty three, or leſſer Sanbe- 
drim (to whom belong'd the Cognizance 
of capital and greater Matters) yet by 
hat Chriſt ſuperadds to that Precept in 
Mat. 5. 22. it may ſcem Moſes had made 
no proviſion againſt villifying and deri- 
ding Language. And as to the Heathen 
Theology, though in many Inſtances it 
forbad Murder, yet it did not ſo to Ca- 
lumny: For when Minerva (one ot their 
Deities) countelled Achilles not to draw 
the Sword againſt Agamemnon, ſhe gave 
him leave to rail againſt and revile him, 
(Hom. Iliad. 1.) But Chriſt will have your 
Tongue as free from contemptuous Lan- 
guage, as your Hands from Violence; 
and that you carry your ſelf as harmleſly Y 
towards the Reputation, as the Life of a 
yout fellow-Chriſtian, + _ : P. 
XXIV. Words are (thirdly) egregioully al 
wicked, when they are falſe: For Truth 2 
gives them all their ſubſtance and ſolidi- ca 
| | ty 
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ty, making the Tongue anſwer the end 
for which it was given Man; namely 
to ſpeak the truth in his Heart; and not to 
have one thing upon the Lip, and ano- 
ther in the Mind: Which deceitful Car- | 
riage (though-never ſo uſual) was ever 
thought ſo abominable, that Agar ear- 
neſtly pray'd God to remove it far from : 
him, Prov. 30. 8. And the Apoſtle des 
clared againſt it, when he ſaid, Lye not 
one to another : — it a principal part 
of that Heathen courſe renounced by the 
Coloſſians, to ſuggeſt or ſay any falſe thin 
to the Injury ot others, Col. 3 9. or to ule 
Craftineſs, or any of the. evil Arts of De- 
cciving. And the Divine, Revel. 22.25. 
excludes all who love and make a Lye, 
all hypocritical and treacherous Perſons, 
from being any more than equivical 
Members of Chriſt's Church; which in- 
ſtcad of having any part of the Benefits 
of Chriſtians, thall have their part in the 
Lake that burncth with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, Rev. 21, 8. ; | 

XXV. Words are (fourthly) eminently 
wicked, when they run out into Oaths 
and Execrations; which were utterly 
prohibited by Chriſt, when he confin'd 
all Diſcourſe among his Proſelytes, to 
Yea, yea, and Nay, nay; to ſerious and 
carnelt Affirmations and Denials; aſſert- 


ing, 
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ing, That what elſe is ufed'in oadinary 
Converſation, proceeds from an evil 
Principle, or that evil One, the Devil; 
who hath variety of Snares where with to 
catch Souls, and entrap them in Idolatry, 
Errour and Unbelict; ſuch as is ſwears 
ing dy Heaven, Earth, & as Chriſt in- 
ſtanceth, St. Mar. 4. 34. where all need- 


leſs promiſſory Oaths are wholly forbid- 


den, When you therefore hear vain Men 
repleniſhing their Diſcourſe with Oaths, 
"twill be no breach of Charity for you 
to conclude, that this ill Cuſtom pro- 


ceeds either from a vain-glorious Hu- 


mour, * in big and ſwelling 
Language, out of an idle conceit that it 
is an argument of a great Spirit; or, that 
it comes of a want of Reverence to the 
holy Name of God; or, that Men uſing 
ſuch Oaths, think. others are like them- 
{elves ; namely, ſo faithleſs, as not to be 
believed without them. And as to Exe- 
ciarions and Curtins of your ſelf or 
others, conſider, I beſeech you, what 


David hath ſaid, not barely by the way 


of with, but alſo of Prophecy, in P/al. 109. 
18, 19, Ce. I ſhall mention no other 
ways whereby you may fin in your Speech, 
(1.) Becauſe all the fault thereof may be 
reduced to theſe four. And, (2,) becauſe 
Men are more eminently liable to oa 

| | * 


by ſpeaking filthily, reproachtully, falſly>” 


or prophanely. 


XXVI. And having chus brought your” 


Thoughts and Words to the Teſt, you 
are in like manner to deal with your 
Actions, in order to ſind out their obli- 
quity and pollution. And becauſe every 
Chriſtian is no leſs accountable for the 


Good he has omitted when it was in his 


power, than for the Evil he hath com- 
mitted when he might have prevented it: 


You are therefore, in the ſearch of your 


Actions, to begin with the things you 
have left undone, which you vut to have 


done; and then to proceed to conſider 


the things that you have done, which 


you ought not to have done. The for- 


mer are uſually call'd Sins of Omiſian, 
the latter, Sins of Commiſſion. And here 
give me leave to tell you, that beſides a 
ſearch into the ſorrs, you are alſo to ſeek 
into the degrees of your Sins: For though 
Sins conſider'd naked in themſelves, and 
as bare Tranſgreſſions of a Rule, may 
leem to be all equal; yet looked upon 
in the Circumſtances wherewith they 
are clothed, ſome will manifeſtly appear 
greater than other. And though no Sin 
whatſoever can be (aid to be little, every 
one being a Tranſgreſſion of that Law 
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go An Introduction 
ment of his own Glory, and Man's Salva- 
tion; yet there are Circumſtances which 
raiſeeven lit le Sins into high Provocations. 

XXVII. And, you need no other Star 
to guide you in taking the degrees of your 


Sins againſt God, than the conſderation 


of the Circumſtances by which you are 
to meaſure the Injuries. done to your ſelf, 
And I need not tell you, how the harm a 
Man doth you is the more heinous, it he 
do it knowingly and willingly, than if 
he did it ignorantly and againſt his 
Mind : Next, when he doth it purpoſely 
and with deliberation, than when he 
doth it ſuddenly and at unawares ; when 
he doth it in the heat of Paſſion and 
| blindneſs of Zeal, and according to his 
reſent Sentiments, than when he doth 
it contrary to the Checks and Reſiſtan- 
ces of his Conſcience, and the cool Di- 
Etates of his Reaſon; You likewiſe judge 
the ur more gricvous and provoking, 
the oftner it is repeated: And you can 
with leſs trouble forgive a few, than 
many Faults. Jou alſo find jour ſelf 
more ſenſible of the wrong done by him 
you often pardon'd and long ſpar'd whom 
y many Benefits you have obliged, and 
who has vow'd and promiſed to do fo 
no more. And in the aſt place, it makes 
the Wrong intolerable, that it, is become 
4 „ 1742 -* cuſtomary; 


to the Sacrament, 9 
cuſtomary, and that he that doth it, can.” 
by no reproof, threatning, exhorration, * 
advice, or puniſhment, be diverted; hut 
that notwithſtanding all means uſed to 
the contrary, he goes on, and takes plea- 
{ure to treſpaſs againſt you. 

XXVIII. By theſe. and the like Cir- 
cumſtances, you find the Injury aggrava- 
ted that is done againſt your ſelf; and 
by application, you may alſo conclude 
how your Sins againſt God become ag- 
gravated: Whom you may find you have 
too often offended, knowingly, deliberate- 
ly, againſt the checks and motions of 
your own - Conſcience ; after Vows and 
Promiſes of amendment; after the pri- 
vate admonitions of Friends, the publick 
exhortations of the Miniſtry the menaces 
and promiles of the World. 

XXIX. And when you have thus pro- 
ceeded in the {earch both of the kinds and 
degrees of your Sins, you are to know, that 
the end of all this unpleaſing travel, is to 
bring you to Repentance. To whiclr 
you Can want no motives, when you ap- 
prehend that by your Sins you have in- 
Curr'd his Diſoleature. Who is a conſuming 
Fire, and as an impartial Judge, will ren- 
der to every Man according to his Deeds. 
And were your Heart never ſo hardned, 
it will melt at che apprehenſions of thoſe 
RI ET © © Mitdvings 
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M (doings, by which you may (perhaps) 
have incenſed God's Mercy as well as 
Juſtice ; and fct his Bowles no leſs than his 
Hand againſt you. Sins in Scripture (yoa 
know) are called Debts ; which you are 
altogetler unable by any other way to 


diſcharge, but by Repentance: A Duty, 


though at all times, yet now in an eſpecial 
manner required of you, when you come 
to the Sacrament. AndRepentance being 
the ſum and abridgment of all the Duties 
to be diſcharged by you at your coming 
thither, I ſhall briefly mind you what it is, 
or wherein 1t.conſits, | 
XXX. And not to trouble you with 
the Opinions of Schools, Fathers, Poctors, 
and Divines, you may 4ind out the na- 
ture of Repentance towards God, by con- 
Gdering what the Repentance is which is 
required by one Man from another. 
Where: from him that has injured you, 
you expect no leſs than that he ſhould 
confeſs how he hath offended you: 
Next, that he be ſorry for having done 
fo : Andubirdly, that he make reparati- 
on, and reſolve to do ſo no more. S0 
that that which in Religion 1s properly 
called Repentance, comſiſts in Confeſſicn, 
Sorrow, Reparation, and Reſolution, | 
XXXI. And firſt, as to the Confeſſion 


of Sins, it is upon the account of com- 
| | non 


* 
a 


one who knows himſelf to be guilty. Now 
that Confeſſion which is valuable with 


the Almighty, ariſeth from an abhor- 4 


rence of the Iniquities you confeſs, that 
thereby you have diſpleaſed God, and 


worthily deſerved his Vengeance. And 


it runs through all the ſorts of Sins where- 
of you know your ſelf to be conſcious : 
Aggravating them with all their height- 
ning Circumſtances, and comprizing your 


unknown Sins in David's penitent from: 


Who can tell how of the offendeth ? Cleanſe 
me, O Lord, from my ſecret Sims. But if in 
Confeſſion of Sins you ſhould be never © 
particular, yet it it be done wittany 


milder purpoſe toward them than their 


utter deſtruction, it will look rather like 
an Inventory than a Confeſſion ; a count- 
ing up the Goods you have a mind to 
preſerve, rather than an acknowledg- 
ment of the Sins you reſolve to abandon. 
God forbid you ſhould be ever ſo infatu- 
ated and betooled by your own Fancy, 
as to imagine the pure eyes of God ſhould 
be taken with the ſight of your Filthinels 
and Obliquiry ! Or that you ſhould thin't 
he is delighted in the Narrative of thoſe 
Inrquities, whole committing he hath ſo 
ſtrictly forbidden, and doth: ſo: greatly 


abhor ! When you open your U.cers un- 
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to God with any other intent than to 
have them healed, their view will excite 
his Indignation, and not his Pity. When 
therefore you do not really intend to for- 
fake the Sins you confefs, you do in truth 
defend them, how loudly ſoever your 
Tongue may accuſe them. He only who 


--conteſſeth and forfaketh, ſhall find mercy. 


1 you thus forſake your Sins, God is 


faithful and juſt to forgive you your Sins, 


and cleanſe you from all Unrighteouſnels, 
1 John 1.9. He is bound in Fidelity and 


Juſtice to fulfil that Promiſe of Pardon to 
on, Which he has made to all Penitents, 


upon their humble Confeſſion of Sins, and 


ſincere Reformation. This being the 
only courſe whereby you may free your 
ſelf from all puniſhment of Sins, and be- 
come Capable of Mercy. 


XXXII. But befides this Confeſſion 


thus to be made to God, there is alſo;a 


Confeſſion to be made unto the Guide of 


- Serls, in caſes of à troubled and doubting 


Conicience ; and to the Church, in point 
Of puvlick Offence and Scandal. IVbich ſorts 
of Confeſſion, as to their Conduct, profitablene(s, 


end neceſſity I ſhall not now handle, having 


deſigned them a diſtin& Treatiſe. 1 
XXXIII. The ſecond Branch or In- 
gredient of Repentance, is Sorrow; which 
naturally reſults from Confeſſion :! For 
| when 


F 
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when by this you (as you muſt needs 
have inform'dyour ſelf how you are guilty 
of many and heinous Sins, and the Mis 
ſeries to which they have expoſed you at 
were ſtrange if the fight thereof ſhould 
not make you ſorrowłul. 
XXXIV. But ſeeing ſorrow for Sin has 
vulgarly engrols'd the Whole Notion ot 
Repentance, and that Men are pronè te 
think they have. quite extinguiſh'd the 
wrath kindlede by Sin, when they have 
dropped a few Tears upon it; I ſhall 
here mind you of the nature of chat Sor- 
row which accompanies true Repentance. 
And firſt you will find it ta have a double 
Spring; the one a fear of Danger, the 
other a diſlike of Sin. And firſt 
XXXV. That ſorrow which ariſeth 
only from a ſenſe of the danger to which 
your Sins have betrayed you, it doth not, 
{ay the Schools, break the Heart, but only 
fret it. So that this ſenſe or fear of pre- 
ſent A being blown oyer, the ſor- 
row cauſed by it doth. alto vaniſh, not 
leaving any mark of amendment behind. 
it. And yet to this ſorrow that we ſhall be 
puniſhed (called 4rrrition) though never ſo 
empty of reformation, by the abſolution 
of the Prieſt, is turn'd into Contrition, fay 
the Roman Caſuiſts. Which is a molt 
unkind deccit of Souls; the Scripture 
E 4 having 
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having made no promiſe that flying from 
the wrath to come, ſhall be ſufficient to 


obtain pardon, without bringing forth 
meet Fruits of Repentance. 

XXXVI. Secondly, There is a ſorrow 
ariſing from a dillike to Sin, and conſcien- 
ticus Thoughts, that thereby you have un- 
dutifully grieved and provoked ſo good 
a God, ſo compaſſionate a Father, ſo gra- 
cious a Redeemer, and ſo bleſſed a San- 
Ettfier. - And this never miſſes of produ- 
cing the effect of true ſorrow; which is, 
To ſm no more. For, a Man to be ſor- 
rowful out of an apprehenſion of the Pu- 
niſhments God has annex'd to fin, rather 
than that hereby his Law has been tranſ- 
greſſed, and the Conſcience polluted this 
15 to grieve rather that God is juſt, than 
you are guilty. 

XXX VII. Sorrow for Sin, is very pro- 
per to turn your Stomach againſt it; and 
von muſt have leſs ſenſe than the Brute 
you ride-on, it you ſhun not that has 
cauſed you to ſmart, and put you to pain, 
Bur yet there are other Fruits of Repen- 
trance, that mult deliver you from the 
Wrath to come: For meer fear of dan. 

er can be no further realonable, or uſe- 
ful, than as it diſpoſeth you to forſake 
the Sins that cauſed it. Bur if you ſhould 
be ſo far bewicched, through the deceit- 
fulncls 


to the Sacrament. * 7 
falneſs of Sin, that you will not leave it, 
though you die in its arms; or if you 
grieve that you have finn'd, and yet {till 
go on to fin; if knowing the malignity, 
and having poiſed and found the weight 
of Sin to be as a Talent of Lead upon 
your Soul, and notwithſtanding all this, 
you ſtill venture on to commit it; this 
will leave you unpardoned, becauſe unte- 
formed, and make all your Tears as Wa- 
ter ſpilt upon the ground. 

XXXVIII. Sorrow for having offended 
God, the greater it is, the more acceptable 
it his to him, and profitable for your ſelf: 
For it being a ſort of puniſhment, the more 
afflictive it is, the more farely it will ac- 
compliſh the intent of all Puniſhments, 
even the amendment of the Offender : 
And it you once have felt the pain and 
trouble of a wounded Conſcience, you 
will have no great mind to venture afreſh 
upon the Sins that cauſed it. In ſhort, 
lorrow ariſing out of a fear of danger, 
proceeds from a love to your ſelf, and 
tterefore can never avail yqu for par- 
don : Bur godly ſorrow, working repen- 
tance to ſalvation, ariſeth from a love to 
God, whom the more you love, the 
more you will grieve to have ofended 
him. Sorrow arihng from fear of God's 
Vengeance, uſualls terminates and eng, 
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in a ſullen deſpondency, and deſperate, 

| dejection of Spirit; but ſorrow for ha- 
ving provoked God, change th the Mind, 

| turns you from Sin to Holineſs, and the 
conſtant practice of all thofe Chriſtian 
Duties which the Goſpel requires at your 
bands. But it you find your ſelf herein 
to be lumpiſh and heavy, and that you 


1 cannot gricve to that degree you ought ; 
1 then the way to quicken up your peni- 

14 tential forrow, is to quicken up your 
3 love to God, to which. his continual Fa- 
, vours do moſt powerfully oblige you. 


Wicked Men love thoſe that love them; 


ſible) of no other of God's Kindneſſes, 
but his ſparing you when you deſerved 
puniſhment, and his giving you {pace to 
repent, when he might have cut you off 
in your Sins; this were enough. to en- 
gage you to love him with all the kinds 
and degrees of the pureſt affection. Ima- 
gine how many have been ſnatch'd 
hence in a moment, Whole Offences 
have (perchance) not been fo provoking 
as your own. Conſider what could move 
God to ſpare you in a continued courſe 
of many Years diſobedience againſt him, 
bur his own unſpeakable Goodneſs, and 
becauſe he was loth to have you periſh. 
Let pure thoughts of God's Love dwell 
| in 


and if you were ſenſible (which is impoſ- 
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in your Heart, and they will melt it downer 


into an humble and contrite ſadnels, that 
you have dealt fo unkindly as to forſake 
the Lord. . 

XXXIX. And if the ſole conſideration 
of God's long: ſuffering, be ſo ingenuous 
an EN SagEment, to make you grieve for 
having ſinned againſt him; you will find 
the multitude of his other Mercies to cauſe 
Rivers of Waters to run down your Eyes 
for having broken his Laws. And if 
your Heart be ſo hard, that it will not 
relent upon theſe Conſiderations, then 
have you great reaſon to importune God 
with humble Prayer, That he would 
{mite that Rock your Heart, that it may 
flow with the Tears of true Repentance, 
the Waters of a ſecond Baptiſm; that he 
would give you ſuch a clear fight of your 
Sins, as may at once Cauſe you to ſorrow 
for, and abandon them. 

XL. Reparation is a third branch of 
true Repentance ; and is due to God, to 
Man. Firſt, to God, who in all Injuries 
is the firſt Party injured: For though you 
may offend both againſt your ſelf and 
Neighbour, yet the Law is God's, which 
thereby is tranſgteſſed; and therefore 
Reparation in the firſt place is to be made 
to Him. And ſeeing Sins have both the 
nature and name of Treſpaſſes and Debts 

Juſtic 
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Juſtice requir'd they be ſatisfied and paid: 
And all that you can do in order here- 

unto, is Repentance; in which God re- 

ceives à fort of Reparation, becauſe he 
requires no other ſatisfaction for your 

Faults, but that you truly bewail and a- 

mend them ; which is the ſum of Repen- 

tance toward God, Ad, 20. tr, 

XL1. But for Treſpaſſes done againſt 
your Neighbour, there is another- gueſs 
Satisfaction required. For to thofe from 
whom you have exaCted more than is 
ane, you are bound to make reſtitution. 
Which was eſteemed ſuch a Principle of 
common Equity, that it was acknow- 
ledged by thoſe whom the Jes eſteemed 
the worſt fort of Men : For the Publi- 
can (in St. Luke 19. 8.) finding himſclf 
bound, freely offered to make fourfold 
reſtitution according to the Law for 
Thieves) of whatever he had falſly taken 
from any Man. And though this may 
have a harſh and unpleaſing ſound, yet 
if you conſult Divines, ancient and mo- 
dern, in this particular, you will find 
them all concluding Repentance without 
Reſtitution, to be like an Arm of Fleſh 
without ſtrength and ſervice; or as a 
City wanting Walls, unfit to ſecure the 
Inhabitants. And therefore fail not to 
make ſatisfaction to thoſe you have 
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vrng'd, if it be in your power: But if 
wholly unable, then let your deſire of fo 
doing be ſo expreſly manifeſt, and plain, 
that good Men, no leſs than God, may 
be moved to accept the Will for the 
Deed. But to tell him whom you have 
injur'd, You are ſorry for what you 
have done, and yet offer him no further 
amends, when you are able, I leave it to 
common conſtruction, whether this can 
be deem'd ſatisfactory. ; 
XLII. Minds truly Chriſtian, cannot 
be at eaſe, till they have repaired the 
Wrongs they have done: For it is a bur- 
den upon the Conſcience, of which you 
cannot be rid, but by ſatisfying your ſelf 
in making ſatisfaction to him you have 
injured. If you wrong your Neighbour, 
it is your fault; and you, and not he, 
ought to repent and be grieved for it: 
But if the Injury be done to you, cither 
quite forgot it, being contented that God, 
to whom Vengeance belongs, keeps it in 
memory; or if the Injury be of that na- 
ture that you are oblig'd to take notice 
of it, then implore God to dire& you ro 
ſuch ways of ſatisfaction, as are agree- 
able to Peace and Honour, free from Blood 
and Cruclty. Ever remembring, That 
Charity and Meekneſs are more noble 
and worthy, than Impatience, or even 


Valour 
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Valour itſelf. The tops of thoſe Moun- 
tains which are above the Clouds, are 
not beaten with Hail and Rain: And 
Spirits truly high and generous, are above 
the Infolencies of unadviſed Perſons, and 
enjoy ſerenity. and a calm duiing ſuch 
tempeſts. It is in your power to falſifie 
the Italian Maxim, Chi offende non pardcna 
mas: He that offends never pardons. In 
a word, if Jeſus our great Maſter, for- 
gave thoſe who put him to death, and 
was careful ro heal the Wound his Di- 
ſciple had given Malebus; you can never 
5 to cure the Wounds you have either 
ven or received. 

XLIII. The laſt branch of Repentance, 
is a reſolution to fin no more; or a ſted- 
faſt purpoſe to lead a new life, to follow 
the Commandments of God, and to walk 
in his moſt holy ways. For withoutthis, all 
other parts of Repentance will be to no 
more purpoſe, than it is to pump in a Ship 
without ſtopping the Leak. In the Law, 
if a Man held the unclean thing in his 
hand, he was unclean, though he waſh'd 
his Hands never ſo often. Which is eaſi- 
ly applicable to thoſe Perſons, who con- 
feſs and ſorrow for their Sins, but take 
no care to avoid them. Whereas the 
very Heathen, according to A. Gellins 
(Ned. Attic, lib. 17. cop. 1.) never thought 
p | | that 
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that a Man repented, till he was diſplea- 
ſed with the things he had done, ande 


changed his Mind concerning them, and 
became another Man. Your Repentance 
then is imperfect, till you refolve againſt 
all ſorts and degrees of Sin for the time 
wo come. . 

XLIV: And becauſe your Duty conſiſts 
in Obedience to God's Commandments, 
your Reſalution mult have a reſpe& unto 
them all. And being each Sin is a 
Tranſgreiſion of ſome one Command 
in particular, and that you, as all Men, 
are proner to ſome than other Sins; 
you are to enquire what the Sins are to 
which you are proneſt, and to have the 
Commandment continually in your eye, 
which you are ſo apt to violate; and fo 
to watch more eſpecially againſt the vio- 
lation of that particular Commandment, 

XLV. And having reſolver apon eve- 
ry branch of Duty, and entire obſervance 
to every Commandment apart, you-are 


then to make trial of the Sincerity of il 


your Reſolution, whether they be not 
only formal and cuſtomary, ſuch as People 
uſually put on when they come to the 
Sacrament; or, but only politick and 
carnal, to keep up your Credit with the 
World, to further ſome Deſign you 
have on foot; or to quiet ſome preſent 
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*w#Froubles of Mind. Tor if your Reſolutions | 
are of this ſort, they will ſoon vaniſh; 
but if they are ſincere, and truly religi- 
ous, then will they * lalting, and ä 
you will uſe all poſſible Endeavours to 
continue them to the end, and to bring 1 
all your good pui poſes to good effect. \ 
XLVI. Nothing is more certain, than 

that you cannot worthily receive the holy | 
Sacrament, without a perfect hatred of It 
every Sin. And it is alſo moſt certain, ! 
that your hatred of Sin is not perfect, if 1 
you are not fully reſolved to forſake and if f 
avoid it: For who can imagine you hate t 
what you ever embrace and purſue ? Re- a 
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ſolutiens, though never ſo good, are ſel- 
dom durable, if they are ſudden and ve- 
hement: He that makes a Reſolution, 
without due conſideration, will in like 
manner break and reverſe it. And | 
though you need not conſult whether you || c 
are to turn from Satan unto God, and to In 
forſake Wickedneſs and follow after tt 
Vertue; yet the means of keeping ſuch b 
a holy purpoſe, ought to fall under your Ju 
moſt ſober and ſerious thoughts. And Ip. 
you had need herein to be careful how 
you adviſe with Fleſh and Blood; for I} ti 
theſe will counſel you to take part with Io 
your Eaſe, and ſeduce you to reje even I th 
the fitteſt means of keeping your Reſolu- |} as 
tions, 
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tions, when they become difficult and 


unpleaſing. And therefore as yo reſolve 
upon the end, fo you muſt allo upon the 
way thither, though never fo irkſome to 
the Fleſh ; conſidering that even the reco- 
very of bodily health feldom is procured, 
without the uſe of diſguſtful Medicines. - 

XLVIL And as you are thus to reſolve 
upon the uſe of the likelieſt means to fur- 
ther and compleat your holy Purpoſes, ſo 
likewiſe to avoid all things that may di- 
vert and hinder them. And amongſt the 
fatal Impediments of your religious Inten- 
ticns, all things are to be reckon'd which 
any way lead, tempt, -: and invite to farg 

And you may here do wiſely to call to 
mind, by what Occaſions, and with 
what Baits you have been, and ſtill are 
apt to be drawn away and enticed ; tothe 
end you may with greater vigilance and 
courage avoid and reſiſt them. For com- 
mon Prudence will teach you to ſtreng- 
then the Fence where the Beaſt uſeth to 
break in; and to re-inforce that Avenue, 
where the Enemy is wont to make and 
prevail in his Attack. 

XLVIII. The laſt thing I ſhall men- 
ion concerning your religious Reſoluti- 
ons, is their ſpeedy execution; for delay 
therein has ever been thought dangerous, 
as having 4 Throat wide enough to ſwal- 

low 
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low the biggeſt Opportunity. And you 
cannot be ſafe, till you practiſe what you 
purpoſe: For ſeeing your Life conti- 
nually walks (to and fro) in a breath, 
and that you have no warrant of being 
able to do that the next hour, which this 
you neglect and put off; this throughly 
concludes for the preſent doing of what 
you propoſe. And if holy Reſolutions 
might {ately be delay'd, yet they can be 
delay d no longer than your coming to 
the Sacrament, becauſe you cannot ſafe- 
* that Ordinance, without 
e 


faſtly purpoſing to lead a mew = 


For till you are: a new Creature; or 
gin to lead a ex Life, you are, in ſenſe 
of Scripture, - dead; And how abſurd a 
thing is it to put Bread and Wine into a 
dead Man's mouth, -none 1o ſtupid 'as not 
to imagine. You may indeed: naturally 
eat and drink the Bread and Wine, receive 
into your Stomach: the Elements of the 
Sacrament; but if you hve in the liking, 
much more in the commiſlion of any 
thing you know to be ſin, you can receive 
no more ſpiritual nouriſhment in the Sa- 
crament, than a dead Carcals at the beſ 
Entertainment. © | | 
XLIX. And this is another Conſidera- 
tion that Jays upon you a neceſſity pre- 


{ently to renounce your Sins, to give 
| | them 
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| | them a Bill of Divorce, and to withdraw 
from them all degrees of Kindneſs and 
ReſpeR : For without this, you can be 
in no fit diſpoſition. to be married to 
Chriſt, and to embrace all the Graces 
flowing from him. In ſhort, that Reſo- 
lution which 1 call a branch of Repen- 
cance, and which is indiſpenſible required 
of you when you come to the Lord's 
Table, is made up of theſe two things: 
Firſt, Renouncing of all Sin. , Second 
Embracing all Chriſtian Vertues, The 
firſt without the ſecond; is but {weeping 
the Houſe: without furniſſing it: And 
therefore when you have cleanſed youx 
Soul of the naſtineſs and dirt of Sin, you 
are not to let it ie empty; but to furniſh | 
it With all thoſe Graces commanded yon 
in the Goſpel, fuch eſpecially as are re- 
quired in every one coming to the 8 
per of the Lord. And thoſe are chieſſy 
three; namely, Faith,. Charity, and Dævo- 
tion. vit ig 
L. The neceſſity of Faith is expteſly 
taught you by your firſt Catechiſm; where 
it faith, That 4 lively Faitb in God's Mer- 
cies through . Chriſt, is required of every 
Communicant : And that the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt are verily! and indeed taken 
and received by the Faithful in the Lord's 
Snapper. For ic is by Faith that you __ 
| 00 
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look upon him, whom. God bath ſet 
forth to be the Propitiation for your 
Sins, even Jeſus Chriſt, rhe Lamb of God, 
that taketh away ' the Sins of the World, 
Rom. 3. 25. John 1. 29. You eaſily per- 
ccive the neceſſity of Faith, when you 
mind that in receiving the Holy Sacra- 
ment, you are to believe that Jeſus is the 
true Seed of the Woman, which was pro- 
miſed in the beginning, and Was ſent in 
the fulneſs of time, that in him all the 
Nations of the Earth (if they — may 
be bleſſed; he being the Univerſal and 
Mighty Saviour, who both will and can 
ſave all that come unto him; there being 
no other in whom Salvation is to be expe- 
Qed. You are likewiſe to believe, That 
he was crucified, or died an ignominious 
or curſed death; and that the Merits of his 
Death are ſufficient to ſave all Sinners: 
and that all thoſe Merits are convey'd 
to you in the Sacrament, when it is wor- 
thily recci ved. | 

LF. Burt as to the clear nature of that 
Faith now required of you, the Church 
fairly intimates what it is, when ſhe call; 
it a lively. Faith in God's Mercy through 
Chriſt. 

LII. And Faith is ſaid to be lively, when 
it works through Love, ſhewing it ſelf in 
well-doing; for where Life is, there * 

e 
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be Aftion. And the Life of Faith, like 


thac of Nature, will ſhew it ſelf in the 
Heart, Tongue, and Hands. In the firſt, 
by /mcereneſs of Devotien and holy Theug hrs, 
In the ſecond, by wholſome and graci- 
ous Communication: And in the laſt, by 
Works of Juſtice and Charity. 

LIII. The Object of this lively Faith, 
is. God's Mercy; upon which it reflects, as 
the Fountain whence the Scriptures have 
proceeded ; in which God's Covenart 
for Man's Redemption, is eſtabliſhed ; 
and his Promites to believing penitent 
Sinners are contained. And it you ſhall 
enquire into the reaſon of all this, you 
will find that nothing but his meer Mer- 
cy moved God to make known his Will; 
and in the Holy Sc1ipgtnres to reveal the 
Means of Salvation, and make the way to 
Heaven plain and eaſie. It was only to 
ſhew tte great love wherewith he loved 
you, .and the exceeding Riches of his 
Grace, that prevailed with God to be 


thus kind unto you. 


LIV. But all this is through Chriſt; he 
is the Conduit of all theſe Bleſlings, be- 
ing of God made unto all Believers, Vi, 
dom, Righteouſneſs, Sandtificaticn, Redemption, 
He is the Author of all true Knowledge, 
the cauſe of your Juſtification, your San- 
ctification, and will be alſo of your Deli- 
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verance and reſcue from all Calamities, 
that you are ſubject to in this Life, and 
at laſt from Death it ſelf, by rai6ng you 
again, 1 Cor. 1. 30. And as by a Voice 
from Heaven God declared with ſolem- 
nity, That he was well pleaſed with 
Chriſt; to that he hath likewiſe declared, 
That he is well-pleaſed with Believers 
only for his fake. By Chriſt you are pre- 
deſtinated, adopted, accepted, and par- 
don'd, and ſhall be glorified. So that in 
your own Perſon you may ſpeak as the 
Apoſtle did in the Name of ali Chriſtians, 
Epbeſ. 1. 3, 4, 5, Cc. Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who 
hath bleſſed me with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in 
heavenly things in Chriſt ; according as he 
hat h choſen me in him, that I ſhauld be holy, 
and without blame before him in love. 

LV. In whom I have Redemption through 
his Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, according 
to the riches of bis Grace, &c. 

It is impoſllible in any Duty, without 
Faith, to pleaſe God, or to be accepted 
of him; becauſe whatſoever is not ot 
Faith, is Sin. But in the matter of the 
-Holy Sacrament, Faith hath a more ap- 
propriate Office; for by it, as by a Hand, 
Mouth, and Stomach, you receive, eat, 
and diggeſt the ſpiritual Food and heaven- 
ly Suſtenance, by which your Soul is * 
riſhe 
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riſhed to eternal Lite. And in the Senfe''+ 
of the Spirit, to eat and drink the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, is properly to be- 
lieve on him in the Sacrament; which 
doth not only repreſent unto you the 
manner of Chriſt's Death, and inviſible 
Actions ſet before you what he ſuffered 
on the Croſs: Nor doth the Sacrament 
only convey unto you that Grace which 
flows from Chriſt's Death; but it doth 
ſeal and confirm unto every worthy Com- 
municant all the Benefits of Chriſt's Paſ- 
ſion. For God, to magniſie his Mercy 
and Goodneſs towards Believers, was not 
„content to give them only a general Offer 
Jof his Promiſes in Chriſt ; but thought 
fir to ſeal them to every particular peni- 
rent Chriſtian, and in the S:xcrament 
ctually to deliver him them. Faith ap 
prehending and applying the Benefits of 
Chriſt, which are all comprized in the 
F:reiveoneſs of Sins, and Salvation; the ſum 
| ©! all the Happineſs ofthis World, and of 
od that which is to come. Maggs! © 
of LVI. And having- tried and found 
Hour Faith toward God to be ſuch, as he 

has promiſed not to be diſpleaſed with; 
your next Buſineſs is to examine your 


ob ORs ne nd CE 


„Charity toward your Neighbour; for it 4 Y 
„s required of them Who come to the | 
u- Lord's Supper, to be in Charity with; all 
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Men. If thou bringeſt thy Gift to the Altar, 
and there remembreſ} that thy Brother hath 
ongl.t againſt thee, leave there thy Gifs be- 
fore the Altar, and go thy way; firſt be re- 
conciled to thy Brother, and then come and 
offer thy Gift. This was our Saviour's ad- 
vice to the Fews, and may thus be tran- 
ſlated to your ſelf and every Chriſtian : 
If at any tine you arecoming to the Lord's 
Table, and there call to mind that you 
have done any Man any Injury, do you 
repair firſt to that Perſon whom you 
have injured, uſe means to reconcile him 
to you, repair the wrong; and it you 
cannot, ler him know your willingnels, 
and requeſt his Pardon; and haviny done 
thus, return to compleat your Intention, 
and receive the Sacrament in teſtimony 
of your Peace with God and your Neigh-  t: 
bour. This reconcilement with your t. 
Brethren, is abſolutely neceſſary, not N ot 
only to make your participation of the . 
Sacrament, but all other performances gt 
acceptable to God. And you ſce it con. Fa 
ſiſts in a confeſſion of your Wrong, and lox 
repairing it; it being reaſonable, that in ] in 
order to obtain his pardon whom you] Fir 
have injured, you acknowledge your fault 1 
to bim, and to the utmolt of your abi- ſee}, 
lity make him amends. hay 
LVII. And as to this Charity here ſo ; 
{ſpoken 


ſpoken of, the very Elements of the 
Lord's Supper figure and enforce it: For 


the many Grains made up into. one Loaf, 


and the many Grapes preſſed into one 
Cup, ſignifie, how we being many, are 
made one Bread and one Body. And 
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nothing can make all Chriſtians to be af- 


fectiouately one, but Charity; or myſti- 
cally and ſpiritually one, except Charity, 
the Bond of Peace and Union. And this 


is that heavenly Temper of Mind, to 
which Chriſtians are obliged, upon the 


account of the nearneſs of that relation 
which is amongſt them: For they have 
all but one Father, one Saviour, one Sau- 


#ifier ; they all profeſs one Faith, have 
all received one and the ſame Baptiſm, 


and all expect one and the fame Inheri- 
tance. But if in ſpight of all this you 
trample Charity under Foot, and inſtead 
of being reconciled to your Neighbour, 


— 


you malice and hate him; you are no more 
fit for the Sacrament than a Murderer: 


For ſuch are all thoſe who hate their fel- 
low-Chriſtians; according to St. Tabn, 
In the third and fourth Chapters of his 
Firſt Epiſtle. 


LVIII. And as Charity binds you to 


ſeek to be reconciled to thoſe whom you 
haveinjured, and to obtain their Pardon; 
lo it likewiſe engageth you to forgive 

F tho'e 
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thoſe by whom you have been wrong'd. 
And indeed the forgiving others tücir 
Treſpaſſes, is the condition of obtaining 
the forgive neſs of your on: For it you 
forgive. Men their Treipaſſes, your hez- 
venly Father will forgive you; but if you 
forgive not Men their Treſpaſtes, neither 
will your Father forgive your Treſpaſſes“ 
This was our Saviour's own Dottrine 
(Mat. 18. from werſe 23. to the end and 
alſo his Pra&ice, when he pray'd for the 
forgiveneſs of his Crucifiers, and that at a 
time too, when his own moſt grievous 
Agonies and Pains might juſtly have di- 
vented all refpect to o hers, eſpecially to 


thoſe WhO were then actually puuing 


him to death. How diſmal then is your 
Condi ion, if inſtead of having your 
Heart repleniſhed with Charity, it oe full 
of Malice! If inftead of obcying the 
Doctrine, and following the Example of 
Chriſt, you act quite contrary ! If you 
find your Breaſt barren of this Kindneſs 
to your fellow Chriſtians, pretend not to 
any real reſpect to the bleſſcd Author of 
that Name. For if « Mun ſay, 

T love Ged, and hateth his Bro- I Joh. 4. 20. 
ther, he is a Dar: For he that 

loveth not his Brother, 2vhom he hath ſeen, 
how can he love God 1m he never ſaw? 


You never bcheld God with any Eye but 


that 
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that of Faith; and therefore could never 
have opportunity (it he necd ed ĩt) to ſhew 
any kindneſs to his Perſon. 80 that all 
you can do to teſtiie you love him, is your 
Obedience to his Commands; whereof 
this is the {um, That be 290 he ta God, 
loves his Rrother alſo, x John 4. 21 

LIX. And if this love be withour diſ- 
ſimulation, ſuch as Scripture and com- 
mon Egqnity requires at you hands, it 
will not only appear in a merciful For- 
givencſs of Offenders, but alſo in a li- 
beral relief of the needy. And I men- 
tion this latter Act of Charity, becauſe - 
| find that ſomething was ever given to 
the Corban of the Poor by thoſe who 
came to the Sacrament. If you confulr 
the practice of the Primitive (the beſt 
guide tor the Preſent) Church, you will 
hardly find that the Lord's Supper Was 
cver adminiliired wichout an Offertorys,,. 
in Ads 2.45, 46. you have mention 
made of ſelling Poſſeſſions and Goods, 
and parting them to all as every Man 
had need. And that this was done at 
the ſolemn times of Pubiick Prayers, and 
receiving of the Sacrament, there is light 
enough in the Text to clear it, lou 
rcad like wiſe of a Command, Ther: upon: 
ive firſt. Day of the Week, every Man ſh:uld, 
lay by him in ſtore, as God hath proſpered hin. 
F 2 The 
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The firſt Day of the Week was that we 
now call Sunday, and the 
2 Cor. 16. 2. Lord's Day, whereon the 
> Lord's Supper was con- 
ſtantly received; unto which they ne- 
ver came empty, but according as God 
had increaſcd their Goods, the Com- 
anunicants gave to the relief of the Poor. 
And if you look into the ancient Litur- 
gics, you will find them gencrally taking 
notice of this Religious Cuſtom. And 
that this was intended by our own 
Church, 1s.concludible from her placing 
Texts to perſuade to this ſort of Charity, 
and deſiring God to accept our Alms 
and Oblaticnsin.the Communi- 
on- Office. In Tuſtyn Martyr, Apol. 2. 
a Fatherof the ſecond Age, we 
read how the Chriſtians brought forth 
ſome of the good Fruits of the Earth, 
and offer d them at God's Table; and 
the Biſhop, or in his abſence the Preſ- 
-byter, received them as an Abe's Offer- 
ing, and.blefſed God for the Fruits of the 
Seaſon. After the Sacrament was cele- 
brated, there was one Common Table 
for Rich and Poor, whereat they did eat 
promiſcuouſly; and what was left was 


given to thoſe in want. And this I rake 


Was the Agape, or Feaſt of Love men- 
tion d 


to the Sacrament, rr 
tion'd by St. Jude, and deſcribed by Ter- 
tullian. ( Apol. c. 38.) 

LX. And in proportion to this Cuſtom; 
when you come to the Sacrament, you 
areto beſtow ſomerhing on the Poor, thar 
you appear not before the Lord empty, 
and ſerve him of that which coſt you no- 
thing. And tho you are, as to the quantity 
of your alms, left at liberty, yet youhad beſt 
to be merciful according to your power. 
If you have much, give plenteoully; if 
you have little, do your diligence gladly 
to give of that little: For ſo you gather 
your ſelf a good Reward in the day of 
Neceſſity. 

In the Sacrament, by a joint commu- 
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nicating in the ſame Divine Myſteries, ' 


you atteſt to the World your being unit ed 
to Chriſt your Head, and to every true 
Chriſtian as a fellow- Member of the 


ſame Body. And as Faith unites you to 


Chriſt, ſo Charity alſo to his Members; 


and by vertue of theſe two Graces, the 


Sacrament ſeals the Communion of the 
Members with the Head, and of the 
Members one with another. . Bur when 
you come to the Sacrament. with Malice 
in your Soul, you can have no true Com- 
munion with either, but are guilty of the 
vileſt Hypocriſie, by making profeſſion 
of that Chriſtian or Brotherly Charity, 


3 whereof 
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whereof your Heart is void and empty. In 
this caſe I refer you once more to the 
Counſcl of our Saviour, St. Mat. 5.23, 24. 
where two things appear for your Inſtru- 
ction; wiz. (1.) That though the Gift 
be already at the Altar, it muſt be left 
there rather unoffer'd, than be offer'd by 
one who is not at perfect Peace with his 
4 Neighbour. (2.) That he is not to ne- 
| glect or quite put off the Ot- 
Tobit 4. 8. ſering of his Gift, but preſent- 
ly to remove the occaſion of 
his not offering it aright. a 
LXI. And when you find your Heart 
duly fturniſked with Faith toward God, 
and (the proper effect thereof) Charity 
toward Man, you muſt once more go 
down into your Soul, to ſee if, it. have 
that holy and heavenly temper called 
Devotion; Which is a Grace ſo ſutable to 
che receiving of the Sacrament, that it 
ſeems to make up the whole Offve. And 
it Devotion be not ſo warm and vigo- 
rous in your Soul as it ought, and you 
would have it to be, you maſt enquire 
into the Impediments thereof, in order | 
to their ſpeedy removal. Now - amongſt 
the fatal Hindrances of Devotion, the 
Cares of the World are with too great 
Juſtice chiefiy to be reckon'd: For they 
fiaturaliy faſten your Thoughts to the 
Earth, 
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Farth, and ſet your Affections on things: 
below; and are as ſo many depreſſing. 
Weights uyon the Soul, which unluckily 
keep her from thoſe Tranſports of Deyo- 
tion, by which ſhe would ſ{oas to, Heaven. 
And therefore upon your coming to the 
Sacrament, you had nced to allow Your 
ſelf ſome t me wherein to withdraw from 
worldly Buſineſs, and to caſt of earthly 
Thoughts, and by holy Meditation to 
lit up your Heart unto the Lord, and co 
give your ſelf unto Prayer; w hich 18 1 
deed the principal inſtonce of that 000. 
tion now ſpoken of. And your, Prayer 
mult at this time be chiefly for Pardo 
of by. paſt Sins, for ſtrength "aroſe chews 
or the future,, and: that Cod wilt” grat ant 45 
all thoſe Graces which. be now TEquay e 4 
your hands when you come to the 957 
Be ſure then to be diligent in this 1 6 
for ſhould your other Endeavours bè ne- 
ver ſo vigorous and conſtant, regular and 
uniform ; yet without Prayer f for God 
Bleſſing and Aſliſtance, you appear 
truſt to your own Arm, and to rel iP 
on your own ſtrength; not KOs (9 
that all your ſufficiency 3 is from God, that 
he gives you the Will and Power to db 
well: And therefore unto him direct 
your. Prayer with Humility, . Sincerity; 
and Zeal, to aſliſt you. with his Spirit, 
F4 Mat 
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that you may come fo prepar'd to the 
Holy Table, as that you may partake of the 
Benefits there reach'd out to every worthy 
Receiver. 

LXII. Thus you ſee with what Graces 
your Soul muſt be furniſhed when you 
come to the Communion: And if you 
ſind them to be but weak and feeble, and 
in a low degree, it muſt be your care to 
quicken and ſtir them up, begging the 

aſſiſtance of God's Spirit to that end. 
And you may much quicken your Faith, | 
by due meditation on the many gracious 
Promiſes God has been pleaſed to make 
to the truly Penitent, You may likewiſe 
inſtance your Love to God, by con- 
ar. his manifold Mercies, thoſe 
eſpecially whoſe remembrance you cele- 
brate in the Sacrament, ſum'd up in the 
Death of his Son for your ſake, even 
when you, in the Loins of your Fore- 
fathers, were his Enemy. And this laſt 
conſideration is both proper and power- 
ful ro move you to that Charity we have 
above treated of. For coming to the 
Lord's Supper, you are in a more eſpecial 
manner to follow the Example of Chriſt ; 
firſt, in a perfect forgiveneſs of all that 
have done you wrong; and next, in mani- 
teſting your Kindneſs to them in all Ot- 


"* tices of Chriſtian Love and Pg 
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And when you thus labour to {tir up and 
increaſe theſe Graces in your Soul, they 
become her Wedding-Garment, where- 
in ſhe is fit to appear at this great Fenſt. 
But if this be wanting, ſhe cannot ex- 
pect to be otherwiſe entertain'd than an 
Intruder. And what this is, you have it 
illuſtrated in the Parable of him, who 
coming to the Marriage without a Wed- 
dipg-Garment, was caſt out into a place 
of extream miſery. And though this 
Judgment may not fall ſuddenly, (nor 
ſtreight upon your communicating, (yet 
you know not how ſoon that he that will 
come, may come; and who may abide 
the Day of his coming? For who can 
dwell wich everlaſting burn- 
Ja. 33. 14. ing? Who can endure an 
unquenchable Fire? 

LXIII. But if afcer all your care in the 
Duties already mention'd, you ſtill doabt 
of your Condition, and ſuſpect the In- 
ſufficiency of your Preparation for ſo ho- 
ly a Performance; if you find, that not- 


withſtanding your Refolution and La- 


bour to the contrary, you are ready to 
fall back into thoſe Sins which you have 


confeſſed and lamented, and abjured: Then 


you mult confels Sorrow, and reſolve a- 
freſh, reſiſt and fight againit both your 


Sins and their Occaſions. And if they 
ſtill 


9 
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ſtill return, you muſt ſtill ſtrive they get 
not the Victory; which be ſure they can- 
not, while you la labour in good earneſt to- 
have them ſubdued. and mortified.” But 
if you ſtill find the Law of vour Members 


continually to war, and often to prevail 


again the Law of your Mind, and the 
Aife&tions to prove too trong for your 
Reaſon, and that this cauſeth you to be 
jealous you are not worthy to COmmur.i- 
Cate; Then be pleaſed to conſider; 

LXIV. Hef, That the end of your 
coming to the Lord's Table, is not to make. 
proteſtation of your Righteouſneſs and 
perfection, but to ſeek for both in 
Chriſt ; that you now ſeck to be at peace 
with God, and to have your Sins cleanſed 
with the Blood- of that Spotleſs Holy 
Lamb, which takes away the Sins of the 
World. 

LXV. You are (ſecondly) to look upon 
the Sacrament as a Medicine and Cordi: 
al for ſick and weak Souls; and that 
our Lord is pleaſcd to invite none to his 
Supper, but thoſe who are weary and hea- 
vy laden with the burden of their Sins, 
He calls YOu, not becaule of your Merits, 
but of his Goodneſs; not that you are a 
worthy Gueſt, but he is a gracious Enter- 
tainer. And though you are not pre- 
pared according to the Hulineſs of the 

Myitery 
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Myſtery, yer God in Chriſt will accept . 
of the good Intentions of your Heart; 
he will make this bleſſed Sacrantent-a,” 
means to quiet your Conſcience, to in- 
creaſe y ur Fiith, to enliven your Cha- 
rity, to amend your Lite, and to aſſure 
you, that you arc in the number of hoſe, 
who at the laſt ſhall be called tothę, able. 
of the 7 amb. + am 117 
LXVI. You are (third) th. Cnſidèr, 
that when reconciled» and Converted un-? 
to God, you ſtiii'icmain a Nian; and. 
that there is no Repentance ſo great; As, 
that it entircly deſtroys all fig... And, 
therefore in the greateſt aſfurance of,your 
Condition, have always in mind, har. 
Advice of the Appl Let. * 

1 Cor. 10, 12. him -that . thinks be ſtandsy.. 
take beed left be. fal. And. 
when you find you are Haller, eee | 
raite up your ſelf again by fauhful Res, 
pentance.. The more you are, adydndged. 
and confirmed in Holineſs, the more yauy 
will diſtruſt your Self, and. be- watchful 
againſt Temptations. After holy, Reſgr 
lutions and tranſports of Zeal and Day 
votion, it often happens that Men came, 
mit gieat Zins; becauſe the. Conlctence> 
is apt to be leſs wary, as thinking it. f.. 
ſccure: Like the Beſieged, whp after -A 
brave Sally, grow negligent; and by cunrj: 
| temning 
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temning the Enemy they have repulſed, 
are ſurprized through their own care leſ- 
neſs. Conſcience may, but Satan can 
never ſleep, nor fail to take advantage 
of your Security. 

LXVII. Some Sins are quickly felt; 
like a Scorpion, they leave a ſting behind 
them, which inevitably would prove mor- 
tal, if not ſpeedily cured by Repentance. 


And there are other Sins which are not 


fo ſoon felt, growing upon us unper- 
ceived ; but they leave a weight upon 
the Soul, which makes it move ſlowly 
to Piety and good Works, leſſening the 
Sentiments of Religion, and withdrawing 
the Heart from God. You ought there- 
fore often to viſit the State of your Con- 
ſcience, and to call your ſelf to an ac- 
count, tothe end you may find out, and 
cleanſe that filthineſs which ſticks ro ir, 
through the Corruption of the World, 
and your own: For the Conſcience re- 
ſembles Iron, that grows canker'd and 
ruſty, if it be not frequently dreſſed, 
The unclean Spirit will not dwell in a 
Man, if the Houſe be not ſwepr, that is 
empty and garnifhed ; much leſs will the 
Spirit of Purity ſtay inthe Heart which is 
not neat from the ordure of Iniquity, and 
| furniſhed with Religion. If you then are 
= fiudious to purge your Heart by Repen- 
'N * tance, 
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tance, God will delight to dwell there, 
and take pleaſure in the Lodging. 
* LXVIII. And your Repentance muſt 
return daily, becauſe it will then take 
your Sins in their freſh circumſtances, and 
ſo the better correſpond to their Aggra- 
vations. It will alſo keep you from run- 
ning too far in Arrears, which ever 
makes the payment both difficult and un- 
pleaſant. Above all, your daily repent- 
ing will render this Duty eaſie to be per- 
form'd, when you come to the Lord's 
Table. | 

LXIX. No Man, faith our Church, 
ought to come to the Holy Communion, 
but with a full rruſt in God's mercy, and 
with a quiet Conſcience. And if you 
cannot quiet your Conſcience with thoſe 
excellent Rules there laid down by the 
Church, but that you require farther 
Counſel and Comfort; then ſhe adviſeth 
you to repair to ſome diſcreet and learned 
Miniſter of God's holy Word, that you 
may receive the benefit of Abſolution, to- 
gether with ghoſtly. Counſel and advice, 
to the quieting of your Conſcience, and 

avoiding of all ſcruple and doubtfulneſs. 
LXX. And this Advice you have good 
reaſon to embrace, not only when you 
come to the Sacrament, but at all other 
times, When you have any material 
doubt- 
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doubting concerning the ſtate of your 
Stul : For through a neglect thereof, 


Time may either caſe your Doubts to 


feſter, or, what is worſe, you may be 


tempted to make ule of deceitful' Re- 


medies, and give up your ſelf to thoſe 
idle and d.fpcrate courſes, which may 


not only ſtifle your preſent Doubts, but 
harden you againſt all doubting for the 


f ature. 

LXXI. In the reſolution and farisfying 
of your Doubts, both upon your coming 
to the Sacrament, and at all other times, 
I would adviſe you not to become your 


own Caſuiſt, nor to rely upon your own. 


Judgment: For your Soul, it truly hum- 
bled, will be apt to deal {zverely, and to 
paſs a very hard Sentence upon its Con- 
dition: and it it be not truld humbled, 


it will be ready to handle your Scruple. 


too ſoftly; and to give too favourable a 
Conſtruction of your ſtate; and fo in- 
ſtead of ſearching, Ein over the Wound. 

LXXII. Be your Scruples what they 
will. they ought to be ſatisficd before 
you come to tue Supper of the Lord; or 
elſe you will plunge your elf into more 
Scruples, by your Negligence to have 
thoſe ſati ficd which you have already. 
Beware. too you ſuffer not Scruples t) 
kcep you from the Sacrament ; For it 


4 
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+ groundleſs Scruple occaſion your ab- 
jence allo groundleſs, and conſequent- 
Iv tinful. But if your Scruple be materi- 
al and weignty, you ought xo _be the: 
more diligent to have it latisfted: For 
ch. ough it may indeed juſtly ay you: 
from the Sacrament till it be ſatisfied, 
vet ſo long. as you ſuffer it to keep you. 
hence, yet deprive your Soul of the he- 
nefits of that heavenly Ordinance. Dela 
not then to have your Scruples ſolidly a. 
tis ied by ſome diſcreet Miniſter, to whom 
you are to make your caſe plain, without 
diſguiſe or reſervation; that the Guide 
of Souls having a full diſcovery of it, 
may be the better able to help you to a 
fatisfatory Reſolution. 
LXXIII. And becauſe boldneſs berein 


may prove as dangerous as diſturſt, the 


Confident. have necd to adviſe with the: 
holy Guide as well as the Doubting ; and 


both had belt to rely upon more equal 


and impartial Judgments than their own.. 
For Men are generally inclined to ſide 
with a too gavd Opinion of themſelves, 
which makes it dangerous to truſt our. 
own Verdict in the great concernment of 
our Soul, and even nec tary more. Nx 
once to Cuntult with a Spiruu. | Guide ; 

ty end we may ccc from bim fach 
Diclo as 2 _— Gd, _ 


{ 
8 


| , * 1 
r ̃N1i . A |, r 


= 


128 An Introduction 


us from ſplitting upon either of thoſe op- 
poſite Rocks, too great Confidence, Or too 
great Diſtruſt. 


mould render you backward to make 
known your Doubt, unleſs it be an im- 


them will diſcover your Nakednels, and 
expoſe you ro ſhame with others, and 
beget a diſcountenance in your ſelf. But 
there will be no ground left for this ſur- 
mite, when it is duly conſider'd, that the 
Perſon to whom you are thus to reveal 
your ſelf, is a pious and diſcreet Miniſter 
of God's Word ; one whowill be asfaith- 
ful ro conceal, as you are to diſcover your 
Infirmities ; and as ready to heal your 
Sores, as you are to rip them up: One 
too, whom will be ſo far from inſuting 
over your Weakneſles, or thinking ill of 
you for diſcovering them, that he will 
love and encourage your ingenuous and 
Chriſtian dealing, and reſtore you in the 
Spirit of Mecknels, and help to ſet things 
at rights between God and and your Soul. 
Bur ſuppoſe the diſcovery of Scruples 
ſhould indeed turn to your ſhame, which 
is the worſt you can fear; yet to obſtain- 
from doing it upon this account, is to be- 
tray in you a leſs care of your Soul than 
of yoyr Body, For the fouleſt and moſt 
ſhameful 


LXXIV. Nor can I imagine ought. 


provident ſurmiſe, that the ripping up of 
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ſhameful Diſeaſes of the Body, you can»: 
withour bluſhing, lay open to your Phy- 
fician ; And will you then be coy and 
ſqueamiſh to confeſs the Sickneſs of your 
Soul? of which your care ought to be in- 
finitely greater than of your Body, as no 
leſs excelling it, than the heavenly Man- 
na did the Earthen-Pot that contained 
it. So that neither fear of ſhame, nor 
any thing elſe, ought ro keep you from 
uſing ſuch means as any way tend to its. 
Salvation. 

LXXV. And thus having, with what 
brevity and plainneſs I was able, run 
through the ſeveral Duties to be perform- 
ed at your coming to the Communion, 
2nd brought you as it were to the Ratls 
of the Holy Table; before I leave you, 1 
will take the freedom to mind you how 
you are there to carry your ſelf. Where 
two things are now required of you; 
namely, a Devout frame of Mind, and a 
decent geſture of Body. 

LXXVI. As to that devout frame of 


Mind required of you at the time of reaw+ 


ceiving, it chiefly conſiſts in thoughts of 
your own Unworthineſs of being a Gueſt 
at ſo Divine a Banquet. And in order 
to raiſe in, and to humble you under a 
due ſenſe of this Unworthineſs, call to 
mind the Sins you have committed ſince 
you 
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| you were laſt at the Sacrament; becauſe 
you are now come again to repeat and re- 

new that Covenant which thereby you 
have broken. 

EXXVII. Be attentive to the Actions 
of, the Miniſter ; and when you ſee him 
breaking the Bread, and pouring out the 

Wine, meditate, How Chriſt's Body was 
broken, and his Blood ſhed upcn the Crefs. 
And above all, think with your ſelf, that 
it was your Sins that drove the Nails in- 
to his Hands and Feet, and pierced his 

- bleſled Side with the Spcar: That it was 
your Sins, wich the Sins of others, occa- 
iN - tioned all his Sufferings, the. Pains of his 
4 Body and Soul; and that it he had not 
ſuffered once upon the Croſs, you had 
been tormented to everlaſting Ages. And 
upon theſe ſober Thoughts, you will even 
.abhor your ſelf, and with indignation 

- behold your cruel dealing with your gra- 
cious Lord. Conſider too, how nothing 
but the Blood of Chriſt can cleanſe your 
Sins; and that ir doth not, like Abel“, 
ſpeak for Vengeance, but loudly calls for 
Mercy upon them who ſpilt it, if they 
repent and reform; and ſtill draws down 
Bleilings upon all who worthily receive it 
in the Sacrament. Conſider too, how 
Chtiſt by thoſe Sufferings, which are re- 
preſented and commemorated in the Sa- 
crament 
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crament, has made an Atonement for 
your Sins, appealed the Wrath, and ſatil- 
fied the Juſtice of God, which you have 
provoked and incenſed againſt your Soul. 
And this will raiſe up your Hopes, and 
make you come with an humble and reli- 
gious Boldnels to the Communian, ; be- 
ing aſſured, God will not only there ſeal 
unto you, but put you in poſſeſſion of 
the Benefits of Chxiſt's Sufferings ; name- 
ly, Reconciliation with God, and Par- 
don of your Sins. 

LXXVII. Let your Tongue and Heart 
join with the Miniſter in that excellent 
Prayer wherewith he delivers the Bread 
and Wine : The Body of our Lord Feſus 


. Chriſt, which-was: given, &c., The Blood of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which-was ſhed, XC. 


Lift up your Heart unto the Lord. Let 
your Thoughts be wholly _ ſet upon 


Chriſt's Death and its Benefits: For the 
remembrance of Chriſt's Death, as it Was 
one main end of the Infitevin, ſo is it of 


vour receiving of the Sacrament. . And 
look not upon the Bread and Wine being 
conſecrate and bleſſed; as ordinary things, 
but as they are after a ſpiritual manner 
the Body and Blocd of Chriſt. 

LXXIX. And as theſe and the like 
Conſiderations may lerve to render your 
Sul, devout, 10 will chey alſo make your 

Body 
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Body bumble: For though Humility pro- 
erly belongs to the Heart, yet it cannot C 
be outwardly expreſſed, but by Geſtures ft! 
of the Body. And you are to manife d 
your Reverence at the Lord's Supper, by A 
uſing ſuch Geſtures as the Cuſtom of theo 
Place where you reccive it account moſt Iſe 
decent, humble, and reverend. Kneeling is Ini 
the polture appointed by our National I an 
Church, as fitteſt to ſignifie your humble Tt 
and grateful: Acknowledgments of the as 
Benefits of Chriſt therein ſealed to every I pr 
worthy Receiver; and for the avoiding Iba 
of ſuch profanation and diſorder in the Neff 
Holy Communion, as might otherwiſeſ me 
enſue. = 
LXXX. If you look to the firſt Inſtimu-· di. 
tion of the Sacrament, you will find ChriſtY me 
employing therein ſuch a ſingular Care, 
that nothing low or mean appears about 
it. And in all times, where Schiſm and 
Faction were excluded, nothing but $0 
lemnity and expreſſions of+ greateſt Reve 
rence appear'd at the receiving it. But 
to proceed. | 
LXXXI. Beſides Humility and Reve 
rence, there is required of them whc 
come to the Lord's Supper, a rhankf 


remembrance of Chriſt's Death And thi Ad. 
you cannot want, when you reflect up 


on what he ſuffered for you, both 1 
| Credif hen 
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Credit and Body, when he underwent - 
the moſt painful and ignominious fort of 
dying; and in thole ſharp and fearful, 
Agonics of his Soul, which forced him 
to cry out, His God had forſaken him. And 
t {ccing all this was to fave you from pe- 
s iriſhing, this muſt nceds awaken you to 
an holy Ambition of making your 
ef Thankfulneſs, if poſſible, as unſpeakable 
eff as his Sufferings. And how can you but 
ypraile and magnihe his Goodneſs, who 
off bath redeemed you at ſo dear a rate 
ge ff cſpecially when you -come to the Sacra- 
ſel ment to make ſolemn CommEmoration 
of God's Mercies, in ſending his Son to 
„die for you, and appointing the Sacra- 
in ment to be a continual Thedge of your 
ref Thankfulneſs for the ſame. With An- 
ul gels there fore, and Arch- Angels, and all 
nd the Company of Heaven, laud and mag- 
zo-Jnifie his Glorious Name, praiſing him, 
and ſaying, Holy, boly, holy, Lord God of 
Hoſts, Heaven and Earth are full of thy Glo- 
77: Glory be to thee, O Lord moſt High, 
Thankſgiving or praiſing of God, was 
the devout practice of the firſt Chriſtians 
ef the receiving of the Lord's Supper, 
A 2.46, 47. And in after-Ages Thank(- 
giving was thought ſo neceſſary at its 
Celebration, that the Sacrament it ſelf 
Ithence got che name of Eucbariſt: A 
Word, 
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Word, though it be not found in Scrip- 


ture in this ſence, yet Cſaubon doubts not 


but it was derived from the time of the 
Apoſtles. Excerit. 16, ad Annal. Baron. 
cp. JJ. 

LXXXII. No Man can expreſs greater 
Love to his dcareſt Friends than to ad- 
venture to die for them: And yet Chriſt's 
Love was of a higher degree; for he died 
for you when you were his Enemy; and 
that Death too which was all full of re- 
proach and pain, %% 15. 13. And this 
Love of Chriſt obligeth you to love him 
again; and if not, you come ſhort 
of the Publicans ( whom the Fes e- 
ſteemed the work fort of Alen) for even 
they love thoſe that love them. St. Mat. 5. 
47. And if your love to Chriſt be wi.h- 
out dillimulatiun, it will admit of nv 
Eival, nor hold any intelligence with 
his Enemies; but you will be glad of the 
happy occaſion (you now have at the 
Sacrament) of ſacrificing all vile Affecti- 
ons, and mortitying every Luſt; as the 

elt Teilimony of your own Love, and 
requital of his, who delivered himſelf un- 
to death; to redeem you from iniqui— 
ty and vicious living, and to oblige you 
to advance towards the higheſt pitch of 
all Vercue. And when your love to Chriſt 


is in ſome due meaſure propotionabie to 


nis 
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his love to you, it will make you ( with 
St. Paul) ready not to be bound only, but 


. alſo to die for his Name, When bis Com- 


1 


[115 


mand ſhall bring you to ſuch an expreſ- 
lion of your Obedience. 

LXXXIII. And the few things now men- 
tioned, may, through God, help vou to 
ſuch a pious government of your ſelf at 
tze time Of receiving the Sacrament, as 
may make it turn to your great and end- 
lels Comfort. What now remains to 
hoiſh theſe abrupt, but well intended 
Meditations, reſpects your department 
after you have been at the Commu- 
nion. fone 

LXXXIV. And fr, bing that ar the 
Sacrament your Covenant is renewed, 
give all diligence not to break it for the 
future; becauſe this will make all you 
have done, to little purpoſe: For he 
fanh Ben Sirach) that wathcth bimſelf at- 
ter the touching of a dead Body, if he 
duch it again, What availeth his waſh- 
ing? So it is with a Man that faitcth for 
his Sins, and go.th again and duth the 
ame: Who will hear his Prayer? or 
hat doth his Humbling profit him, Ec- 
eſtaſticus 34 25, 26. An impious falling : 
back into your former Vices, 1s lignikticd.. 
dy a Dog and Swing, [WO Creatures held 


Ja be fo profane and unclean, that the 


Tews were neither to offer them! in Sa- 
criſce 
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crifice, nor to eat them; and both are 


proverbially obſerved for this quality : 
That the Dog licks up what he has vo- 
mited; and the Swine, though never fo 
clean waſhed, takes pleaſure to tumble 
again in the next Mire it comes to. 
*  LXXXV. Thoſe who after their Con- 
verſion to the Chriſtian Faith, did again 
return to the Sins of their former uncon- 
verted Life, they made their Chriſtian 
Heatheniſm worſe than their bare Hea- 
theniſm was at firſt. So that it had been 
more for the advantage of ſuch, never to 
have been taught the Doctrine of Chrilt 
and Chriſtian Practice, than when they 
had been taught and undertaken to obey 
it, to fall back again into their heathen 
and vioious Courlcs, 2 Pet. 2. 20,21. And 
you know what happencd to the Man in 
St. Met. 12.43. Who(atter the evil Gueſts 
were caſt out of his Soul) kept it empty 
ofthoſe that were good: Which is catily 
applicable to all thoſe Who wilfully and 
knowingly run again to thoſe evil ways 
Which at their coming to the Sacrament 
they pretend to repent of andabandon. 
LXXXVI. Secondly, Keep continually 
in your mind all thoſe Reſolutions that you 
now put on, to the end you may have 
them always ready to oppoſe againſt the 
things 
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things that would rempt you to break 
rhemy and to relapſe into the Evils you 
have taken leave; of. And it will be ſea- 
fonable, that Jou here think with your 
ſelf, with What face you can commit 
that, Sin which you but now have ſo- 
lemily vowed agàinſt. Think too what, 
an affront you offer un*o God, in break- 
ing that League of Friendſhipyouenter'd 
into with him at the Sacrament. Think 
likewiſe, that if to keep God's Favqur 
be your only happinefs'and ſafety, then 
to loſe it will prove your extreameſt dan- 
ger and miſery, And then finiſh your 
other Thoughts herein with this, Tha 
ve Sin you wilfully commit, after your het 
ig at, the, Sacrament, breaks, that Covencis 
you there renewed, gnd may juſtly make Goat 
of your beſt Friend, become. your Fri Eremy.y 
aud if God be cnce againſt you, no matter 
200 15 en your ſule. | 

LXXXVII. Thirdly, Conſider how that 
to fall back willingly into your old int- 
quitics, as it icts God againſt you, ſo it 
Ic vile makes your. own ConfCicr.ce fie 
in your face; and, to upbraid,” arrsj&ny 
accuſe, condemn, and puniſh you tor 
breaking Covenant with bim. And it 
goth not only fill yout with preſænt pain 
and Agony, but allo. with a fcarful F'x- 
pectation 'of Wrath to come. For what 
G Can 
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can you expect but extream miſery, when 
you break League with him who is a con- 
ſuming Fire, and who will render Indig- 
nation, Wrath, Tribulation, and Anguiſh 
to every Soul that thus doth-evil ? R. 
2. 9. Theſe are the Conſiderations 
whereby you may confront all Entice- 
ments. to break the Covenant you have re- 
newed. And when you maturely look 
into the nature and deſign of Temptati- 
one, you will find the moſt taking to be 
but as ſo many Cheats, which, under the 
Viſor of ſome Delight or Profit, would robo } 
you of your Integrity, and betray you to ( 
nmity both with God and your ſelf, }} 3 
And therefore when you entertain any I 
T tion to Sin, you do as wiſely as n 
hewho rakes thoſe into his Houſe, whom ] ir 
he knows are come on purpoſe to ſpoil I 1c 
him of what he eſteems molt precious. th 
LXXXVIII. Some have drunk in ſuch 
a prepoſterous Opinion of God's long- 
ſuffering, that inſtead of being led there- 
by unto Repenrance, as God would haye 
them, they are carried on unto a horrid 
eſumptuous offending. But no Wic- 
| 6997 can be greater, nor Ingratitude 
more N than to ſin againſt God, 
becauſe he is long ſuffering; And 25 
this is ſuch common Logick, and of fo 
great Antiquity, that Solomon obſerved it, 


— 


OO 


to the Sacrament. 13 

Eccleſiaſticus 8. 11. But to fin upon ho 

or — preſumption of finding — 

and to break your Covenant with God 
. aſreſh, becauſe you have done ſo, and yet 

he has ſpared you, is ſo abſurd, vile, and 
diſingenuousa way of arguing, that it car- 
ries with it its own Confutation. Why 
ſhould you not rather conclude, that 

God will forbear your breach of Cove- 

nant no longer, becauſe he has forborn it 

ſo long already? 

LXXXIX. Fourthly, The laſt part of 
your Baptiſmal Vow, binds you to keep 
God's holy Will and Commandments, 
and walk in the ſame all thedays of your 
Life. And as to the breach hereof, it 
matters not whether it be at the Morn- 
ing, Noon,. or Evening of your. Lite; 
ſooner or later makes no difference in' 
the neglect of that, which you are bound 
to do continually. It may indeed add to 
your reproach, to break that Vow at laſt, 
which you have kept ſo long: For this 
ſpeaks it your want of Will, and not of 
Power ; and that it was not your Weak- 
neſs, but ſomething elſe, that moved you 
to leave the Road, wherein you had walk» 
ed ſo long a time with eaſe and ſafety. 

XC. Uſe makes hard things eaſie: 
The chief, if not only difficulty in Holi- 
neſs, is want of practice, and a being ac- 

2 cuſtom'd 
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24>. An Introduction 
Cultom'd to the contrary. The ways of 
God's Commandments ncither waſte the 
Spirits, nor gall the Feet of thoſe who 


ule conſtantly to walk in them. Let the 
like ſerious. and holy Thoughts poſſels 


your Soul for the future, that you have 
the day of receiving; and continue to 
co-operate with that Grace God gives 
you at the Sacrament, and I ſee not why 
your whole Life may not be all of the 
fame piece, and your Converſation con- 
tinue as vertuous and well;govern'd after, 
as it was at the time you came to the ho- 
ly Communion: From which-] will no 
longer ſtay you, than with this hearty 
Wiſh, That when you come thither to 
renew your Covenant in Vows and Pur- 
poſes of better Obedience, God may 
vouchſafe to atliſt you with his Grace, 
and to ſtrengthen you with his Power, that 
you may pay the Vows you then make unto 
Him ; aud i hat hy TET,UEC of the heaventy 
Nowriſhment you there receive, you may grow 
up in Grace and Holineſs, till at leſt you 
come to be a perfect Man in Chriſt, 
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To. that Purpoſe: 1 gg 


222 8 4 4 2226446 
A Pꝛaper befoze Communicating: 


HY ſhould T, O God: who by 
1 innumerable ways have have 
W offended thee, why: ſhould. Þ 
*,7,7.08 dare to come to thy Table, 
which none ought to approach but obe- 
dient Children, and faithful. Servants! 
e 11 
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x42 The Communtcant's Aſſiſtant 
But ſceing thy fatherly Goodnels this day 
does invite A to. receive the bleſſed 
Pledges of my Peace and Reconciliation 
with thee ; and ſeeing thy well-beloyed 
Son, whoſe Death 1 now with all Thank- 
fulneſs commemorate, doth call unto him 
thoſe, and only thoſe, who travail and 
are heavy laden; to whom the remem- 
brance of their Sins is grievous, and 
the burthen of them is intolerable. Find- 
ing my ſelſ in this number, 1 know thou 
not rejeR me. Raiſe, O raiſe up my 
Heart and Spirit unto thee, ſtrengrhen, 
wy Faith, and help my Infirmities. Grant 


— — enamg and to perſevere in 
as my hands 


things thou now requireſt 
my z and 
courſe of 
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that the whole 
my Life may be anſwerable to 
the preſent Purpoſes of my Heart; and 
bring me atlaſt to the enjoyment of thoſe 
Bleſiings which at this thy holy Table 
thou art pleaſed to propound unto me. 


Amen. 


My, God, raiſe up my Thoughts un- 

to mee ; increaſe my Faith, Ho 
nd Charity; warm my Heart with the 
ivine Fire of thy Love, puriſie my Con- 
ſcience with the Spirit of Sanctification. 
Grant this Day I may with full Afflance 
in thee receive the Pledges of thy ie” 
125 nels, 
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The communitant a Aſſiſtant 143 
neſs, and the Seals of that Covenant, which 
thou Haſt graciouſly contracted with me 

the Mediation. of; thy Son. my S. 
viour. 


My God; fave: and deliver me from 
O =o Offences, and at the end of 
my Life * me into th Hay 
Kingdom, to the Accomp/iſhment of all. 
hoſe things which are reprefented at thy; 
holy Table: Let my fucur: Converſation: 
be as one of thy Sheep, living in thy- 
Church an Example of — 
Charity, Humility, Patience, and Juſtice... 
Give me a firm Reliance upon thy Pro- 
miſes, a holy Zeal for thy Worſhip, and 
a. ſincere Obedience to all thy Commands. 
Fill my Heart with ſpiritual. Joy, keep- 
me from the immoderate Cares of the 1 
World, and among all Diſquiets here. 
give me that Peace which the World ca 
neither give nor take away from me. . 
1 


For Fongivends of Sims. . 


; ve me my Sins, O Lord, forgive* i 

K me the Sins of my Youth, and the B8 
ns of mine Age, the Sins of my Souls. 

and the Sins of my Body, my ſecret and 

my whiſpering Sins, my preſumptuous 

and my crying Sins, the Sins that I have 

0 „„ done. 
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244 Tho Communicant's alliſtant 
| rn 11 & 34! 
done to, pleaſe my ſelf, and the Sins 
that IL hade done to pleaſe others. For: 
give me my wanton” and idle Sins. For- 
give me my ſerious and deliberate Sins; 
forgive me thoſe Sins I know, and 
thoſe Sins which I know not; the Sins 
which I have ſtriven ſo long to hide from |} 
others, that at laſt they are even hid from 
mine own Memory: Forgive them, O 
Lord, forgive them all, and of t 

great Goodneſs let me be abſolved from 

all mine Offences. Amen. 
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Several Things — of cho 115. 
come to the Loꝛd g Kupper. 


EE 


GEE ELL 


1. To repent them trul 05 UL their, former 
7 vr i „ 


er = 


_A A Pzayer for true Repentance; 2 


> O thee. 0 Cod, all — . 
1 9 he all Deſires ng AA 

>a rom whom noSectets: 4arSbid; . 
bo that if I would, I cannot 
—4 q my $ins, ſrom thee. And BOW 
that 1 confes,my- Sins unto thee; nis 
nt to inform thy infinite Knawledghs, . 
bur ro obey thy gracious Pleaſure; and to 
Make me gapable of that Forgiveneſs pro- 
G 35 miſed 
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146 The Communicant's Aſians 
miſled to alt who confeſs their Sins. With 
2 forrowful Heart therefore 1*confels m 
Sins unto thee ; I accuſe my felt here 
1 — thee of innumerable wicked; 
T ts and Deſires, which I have con- 
ceive formed, and foſtered in my Heart; 
of infinite, corrupt, and evil Words that, 
1 have uter d with my Tongue, of many 
naughty and ungodly Deeds, which L 
Rave wrought with my Hands, by alt 
which 1 have Provoked moſt juſtly thy 
Wrath and Indignation againſt me ; — 
u is thy Nature and P always to 
have Mercy, and to forgi 
them that are 


e the Sins oft 
t. Grant me there- 


fore, holy Father, the Grace of true Re- 


ntance; create in me a clean Heart, O 
Bod, renew a right Spirit within me: 
truly lament my Sins, hoſe 
burden is intolerable, and whoſe remem- 
brance is fo grievous unto me. And for 
the future enable me to ceaſe from Evil, 
and learn to do well; to caſt away the 
Works of Darkneſs, and pur. on the 
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2. Stedfaſtly . purpoſeng . ta lead a nem 


Life. 


A Paper fo perſeverance. in. 
._ Good Purpoſes. 


"Rant, O God, that I may bring. the- 
good Purpoſes.with which this dax 
I: come to thy holy Table, grant I may 
bring them to good effect; I know bam- 
light and — wo turn' d with every 
00 n every N t;. and. 
ready. to y to every Temptation: 
But do thou, O God; who: art the fame 
yeſterday, to day, and for ever, do tliou 
gracionly 3 impart ſome of thy Unchange- 
ableneſs to eſtabliſh my Underſtanding 
in Truth, and. to keep it from: the Snares _ 
of all ſed Spirits, chat. I may not de 
led away with the Errors of thoſe who. 
are cunning xo deceive. Fir my irreſo- 
lace and. wavering Will and cauſe it 
faichfully, to adhere unto that which is 
neither the Flatteries of the 
World, nor of my own. Heart, fo far 
work. upon my Affections, as 10 draw me 
from that entire Obedience: which I re- 
folve from chis day forward to yield uns 
0 thy Word. — er that 1 may 
continue. 
\ 
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Coninue ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always 
abounding in the Work of the Lord, and 
by patient continuing: in. well-d hing, 
ſeek = and in the end obtain e rn il 
Life. Suffer not my o caknef, nor 
che aura pie krretgch If Femprationg 
to turn me from that holy courſe upon 
which I have now reſolved to enter. But 
grant that I may ever hereafcer ſerve and 
pleaſe thee in newnels of Life, tothe 
Honour and. Glory of thy Name, 10 5 
Jeſus wean ne be 2 15 


3: To 0 FRAY 4 loch Faith 1 in- - Gu F 
© Mercy through Chriſt, 


A Pzayer fo he'd came, 1 
ig 
8 


. 0 God, hat it is im poſſible: 
8 without Faich to pleaſe thee, and. le 
that whatever Ido without Faith, is Sin; 
Pour into my. Heart chis moſt excellent 
Grace of Faith, for it is thy Gift, and 
not i my procurement. Let thy Spirit 

work in my Hcart ſuch a Faith as may bg 
acceptable i in thy ſight, and. Which at 
this time may be as a Hand to receive, 
2 Mouth to ear, and a stomach to di- 
geſt and turn the Elements of this bleb* 
ted/Sacramentanto, the Fodd and No; 
riſhment of my Soul, Q 
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O let me nat reſt in a dead ineffectual 
Eitb, but grant it may be ſuch as maꝝ 
ſhew ät elf in good Works, enabling 
me to qvercome the World, and to con- 
form to the Image on that Chriſt on 
hom ! belicye ; that ſo at the laſt I may 
reccive the end of my Faith, even the 
Salvation af my Soul, woes the ſam 1 
Chriſt. Amen ] . 
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"ic . Death... 


EE 


Hou, 0 God, expeRteſt no —— re⸗ 


turn for all thy Mercies but Praiſe 


and Thankſgiving; let. me,. O Lard — 
ver de fraud ie Of that fo. Laie Tri 
but let my-Heart-be ever filled with — 


Senſe, and my Month wich the Acknow- 


ledgment of thy Mercies It is a joyful 
and pleaſant Ring. to be chankfial jo 


ſuffer me not, I heſcech the to ſaſe my 


pant in that Divine. ;Bleaſure,; e (pecially 
grant that with, humble 25 lingers, ee l 


Yoon, I may no and after, 
imaginable Thapkfulncls,,..ce e t 


— 8 which thy Son Park command- 
edo, he made in KEH gf, ys 


alt hegt, He ns 2 
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150 The Communicantꝰs Alſtſtant 
fore thy Divine Majeſty, I, and all thy 
whole Church, may obtain remiſſion of: 
our Sins, and be made Partakers of all o- 

ther Beneſus of his moſt precious Death 
and Paſſion. Grant chat as often as thou 
vouchſafeſt me this Bletling, fo often 1 
may thankfully receive it, and with an 
affectionate and devout Heart, offer up 
Thanks to thee for the ſame. And grant 
that I may not only with my Lips, but 
with my Life ſhew. forth thy Praiſe, 
by conſccrating my elf to, thy Service, 
and walking in Righteoufnefs'and Ho- 
lineſs before thee all the days of my Life. 


. A. dite be in, Charity with all Mn 


A Prayer iu the fame, 


Merciful Lord, who haſt made of 
one Blood, and redeem'd- by one 
2 
en my Bowels againſt any that par- 
take of the ſame Native and- — 
wich me, but grant me an univerſal Cha- 
gry toward all Men. Give me, O thou 
Father of ions, ſuch a Tendey- 


* 


nels of Heart, chat 1 may be y 
32 5 out 
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The Communticant's Alſiffant 25 
outward or inward of my Brethren, and 
diligently employ all my Abilities fon 
their Succour and Relief. Let thy Spirit 
of Love enter and dwell in my Heart, _ 
and caſt out thence, Mahiee, Envy, Ha- 
tred, and all Uncharitablenefs; make me. 
ſeek not to pen my ſelf, but my Neigh- 
bour, for his good w Edification, even. 
as Chriſt pleaſed · aot himſelf, Thou haſt 
taught me, O Lord, that all my Doings. 
without Charity are nothing wo i 
ur into my Heart that moſt excellent 
it of Charity; without which, who- 
foever liveth is counted dead before thee.. 


Grant this for thine only Son Jeſus. 
Chriſt's ſake. Amen. | 


W ied od. Ea 


ee opt Bare eee 


gory 21 
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1 will waſh mine Hands in Innocency, 
0 Lord, and ſo will I go to thine Altar. 


When - Fog are kneeling before the Communieg-- 


I. 


N hy" ou art worthy, O Lord, to receive - 
Glory, and Honour, and Power, 
for thou haſt created alt chings, and for 
thy Will's ſake they. 1. and were created. 


its, and and Wiſdom, and 

Ld Cog, Power, and 
Acht . unto our 
Amen. 


fax ever more. 


[ / my. # I 
Holy, hol 5 holy, Lord God Almighty, 
Which was, 12 is, abe 


1 12 


Lmighty Lord, VR haſt of thine in- 

finite Mercy vouchſafed to dew 
dreadful Sacrament for, a pexperual. 
memory of chat bleſſed Sacrifice, which 
once thou madeſt — us upon the 2 
grant me withfuchdiligent rem 
and ſuch due reve eq * aſſiſt at the 
holy Celebration bad heavenly and won- 
&riul 2 Myſtery, that I may — 
worthy 
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worthy of thy Grace to obtain the vi- 
tue and Feakts of the ſame, with all the 
Benefits of thy precious Death and Paſſi®* =} 


OW. 
ev regard. 
1 ec ce. the Devotion of thy hum 
ble Servant, ho does now celebrate the 
memorial which thy Son our Saviour bat. 
commanded to be made in r | 
of his moſt bleſſed Paſſion and þ 
5 Sa be — 
thy w may! , 
remiſſion of our. 1 and be Par- 


60 | WS ch | nne 5 
P hats O God, to accept this our 


bounden Duty and Service, and vouch- 
ſafe that the Prayers and Supplications, 
together with the remembrance of Chriſt's 
palmon which we now offer up unto thee, 
may be received into thy heavenly Taber- 
-nacle; and that thou not weighing our 
own Merits, bur looking upon the bleſſed. 
8 of our, Saviour, which was once 
Uy-and perfectly made for us all, m ay ſt 
Pardon our Offences,” and repleniſh us 
With thy Grace and heavenly Benediction, 
rhtough! the” ſame Jets Chriſt our Tord. 
an en 100 fOr 
Devot Thoughts immied; ately before the re- 
1 eving of 1 the bleſſed s Sacrament. 
1 C Will goto ale Wear ar God even 
100 ches God of my, Joy and Glad 
8. 6211 I will offer Thankſgiving" unto 
1 God; and pay my Vows unto the 
ok this gheſt. nf 10 
AED OL of God that fakeſt away 
abe 5 Ans of che. World, have mercy vow 
me. 
SY IV. O Lamb of God that takeſt away 
3 the 
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e Sins of the World, grant me thy | 
Peace. 

V. Grant me, gracious Lord; ſo 0 
eat the Fleſh of thy dear Son, and to drink 
his Blood, that my ſinful Bod may be 
made Clean by his Body, and my Soul 
waſhed through his moſt precious Blood. 


At the Receiving of the Bread 


Ord, I am not worthy, that thog 

thouldeſt come under my Roof, bun 
ſpeak the Word, and my Soul ſhall be- | 
healed, 


Adding with the Prieſt. 


IE Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

which was given for me, preſerve. | 
my Body and Soul unto everlaſting Life. 1 
men. | | 


At the Pn of: the ve Cup, 


Hat Reward ſhall 1 ide unte The! 
Lord, for all the Benefits: that he 4 
hath done unto me? I will take the Cup LE 
of Salvation, and call upon TE Name e of, = 
yn Lord, 114 


k fi A Vat 
| al 


. The Commnicant's 


Alding with'the Prieſt. 
TH E Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chrig) 


; my 20d Soul unto eren Life. 
Amen. 


5 ae afier your - Receiving of the $6. 


crament, ſay, 


WR 
ho. 


* 


which was ſhed for me, preſerve" 


bY... O's my God, thou art true and holy: 


2 my Soul, chou art bleſſed and 


wy 17 "the depth of the Wiſdom and 
Knowled God! how incomprehen- 
is Judgments, and his Ways 


ſible are 
1 out! 
Praiſe t 
that is within me praiſc his holy Name; 
which ſaveth thy Life from DeSrudtions 
and feedeth thee with the Bread of Heav 


Glory be to God on high, and in Earth 


Peace, Good will Sno Men, I praiſe 


thee, I worſhip thee, O Lord, 8 mags» 
niſie t 13 ever; who haſt vouch- 
lafe to 
feed me with the heavenly Myſteries of 
Chriſts ſacred Body and Blood. I hum- 
ty . bly beſeech thee, that from henceforth I 
. a walk in all good Works, and 17 9 
N ee 


Lord, O my Soul, and all 


E my Soul with Gladneſs, and to 


eCommunicane's fant t 


ü þ ee in holineſs and pureneſs of Living, to "Il 
{the Honour of thy Name. Amen, _* * 1 


| Medirations whilf others n 


Appy are thoſe Servants, Whom 
1 — IM their Lord cometh, he ſhall” 
d chus doing. 
EKnow ye nor that ye are the Temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth © 
in you? If any one * defile the Temple of 


oo him God deſtrro- ; 4 
Behold thou art made whole, ſn no 3 
pre, leſt 2 worle ching happen unto 
thee. 2 
nd Þ Be ye Followers of God, as dear by 
en- Children, and walk in love, even as Chrilt” 
ays loved us, and gave himſelt an Offer 1 3 
and a Sacrifice of a. ſweet nnn 1 
all God for us. | * 1 : 
on. 4 ou go from before the Communic Tab, 
en is Doxology. ; | 
O thee, O King eternal, the im- bh 


invi 
\ be all Honour and G now nd 


| 5 cvermor S. 


13 $4] 4o 215047 19 ee 9 | 
1 after Receling 125 che Ch 
1 1 municn, to 8 Js at bone. 
it's ou, ( my God, Halt Sonic 
J my 850 We b ol 


4 


1344S reſhed ne v 
} 3 ced my ee ae 
* LT 0 hon 1we 22 
11 _ Taviſhing are the Fit of thy vr, WY | 

hem than fear' N — N ech 


Lede Sinner ar 77 3 own * ale, ap 
envi t46Bread chat came. dos 
{fro e Wherein am 1 better ih 
. noſe to whom thou doſt not grant *#: 
4 1 5 a Ie is not, it is not for my Mertz 
1 1 ut becauſe thou wilt be glorifed in d 
1 Mo tothe möſt unworthy ; thou 
bis day made me a happy Example of thi 
iy free Grace and Bounty. ouch 
. die this Fardar alld, O my God, tht 
b Wy . the whole courſe ok my Lite 1 maß 
i ve thee Prailſ&ahd®Glory”; : and that te 
u ſenſe of th Mercies may, make 
3 Pankful; and that my that — 
fulneſs rag appear in my care to walk he 
re thee in Holineſs, Sobricty, and Rights 


Hulnels, al the 5. 5 2 Lite. nes 
ek 1 
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